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WELCOME! 
 

Guests, we are glad you have joined us today!  If you would like to receive  
contact from St. James following this worship service, please fill out a card from 
the pew slot and put it in the offering plate. Welcome! 
 

Children’s Church for children takes place during our worship service. The chil-
dren will be dismissed after the Prayer of the Day and will be brought back after 
the Prayers of Intercession to join their families. 

  

 

GATHERING  
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

The assembly rises in body or spirit. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins.  
 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that 
we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 
 
P: Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen. 
 
 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name 
of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with 
power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN ELW 620 How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds 
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GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P: Let us pray. 

C: Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health 
and death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us 
a people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through  
Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord. Amen. 
 
 

The assembly is seated. 
Children are dismissed for Children’s Church. 

 

WORD 
FIRST READING  Isaiah 35:4-7a 
 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
  “Be strong, do not fear! 
 Here is your God. 
  He will come with vengeance, 
 with terrible recompense. 
  He will come and save you.” 
 

 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
  and streams in the desert; 
 7athe burning sand shall become a pool, 
  and the thirsty ground springs of water.  
A: Word of God. Word of life. C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALMODY Psalm 146 (read responsively) 
1Hallelujah! 
  Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
 2I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 3Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help. 
 4When they breathe their last, they return to earth, 
  and in that day their thoughts perish.  
 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
  whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
  who keeps promises forever; 
 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 
  The LORD sets the captive free. 
 8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are 
bowed down; 
  the LORD loves the righteous.  
 9The LORD cares for the stranger; the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, 
but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
 10The LORD shall reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!  
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SECOND READING James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17 
 

1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes 
comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes 
in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a 
seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at 
my feet,” 4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judg-
es with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God 
chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom 
that he has promised to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the 
poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into 
court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over 
you? 
 8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin 
and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole 
law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. [11For the one who 
said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if 
you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor 
of the law. 12So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of 
liberty. 13For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mer-
cy; mercy triumphs over judgment.] 
 14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not 
have works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily 
food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” 
and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith 
by itself, if it has no works, is dead.  
A: Word of God. Word of life. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly rises in body or spirit to welcome the gospel.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

GOSPEL  

P: The holy gospel according to St. Mark 7:24-37 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and 
did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,25but 
a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about 
him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gen-
tile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her 
daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take 
the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even 
the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For 
saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went 
home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 
 31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon to-
wards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him 
a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay 
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his hand on him. 33He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put 
his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34Then looking up 
to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And 
immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke 
plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered 
them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond 
measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to 
hear and the mute to speak.”  
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
 
SERMON   
 
 

Pastor Chris Lee 
First Lutheran Church 

Rock Island, IL. 

 

 

 

 

 

The assembly rises in body or spirit. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 726 Light Dawns On a Weary World 
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PRAYER 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
A: Join me in confessing our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 

PEACE  

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.   
 

Greet one another by shaking hands or with a word or sign of Christ’s peace.   
The assembly is seated.  

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for 
the church, God’s good creation, and all who are in need.  
 

A: Awaken in our communities of faith a spirit of radical hospitality. Encourage 
our churches to celebrate and embrace people of diverse backgrounds, experi-
ences, and abilities. Deepen our commitment to ecumenical and interreligious 
partnerships through Quad Cities Interfaith and Churches United.  
Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 
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A: Bring forth water to nourish plants and animals in places suffering from 
drought. Renew our commitments to protect rivers, lakes, and streams, and 
make us good stewards of water in our homes and communities. Preserve wet-
land habitats and the creatures that make their homes there.  
Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: Inspire leaders of cities, nations, and tribes to lead with wisdom and humility. 
Bring peace among peoples in conflict, especially in the Holy Land and 
Ukraine, and strengthen global commitments to nonviolent solutions. Guide all 
who seek refuge from war to a safe haven. Keep safe first responders, those 
serving in the military, and those whose duty it is to protect others, especially 
Anthony, Brandon, Eli, and Samantha.  
Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: Comfort all who live with chronic illness. Surround them in your tender em-
brace and sustain all who provide ongoing care and support. Bring hope and 
healing to people struggling with addiction and nourish the spirits of all who are 
in recovery, especially Amy, Barry, Bev, Drew, Frieda, Grant, Jason, Jeanne, 
John, Jon, Karen, Kenny, Konnor, LaVonne, Lora, Lynn, Mary, Michelle, 
Minhon, Paul, Phil, Ruthann, Sandy, and Sherry.  
Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 
 
A: Nurture in all people the gift of your creating Spirit. Inspire artists and musi-
cians, woodworkers and quilters, poets and dancers. Revive those whose artis-
tic wells have run dry and enliven all who doubt their creative talents.   
Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 
 
A: We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your 
beloved child, Jesus Christ, our Savior. C: Amen. 
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MEAL 

OFFERING your offering may be placed in the plate as it is passed. We thank 
all who support God’s ministry here and in the world.  
Stand as the offering is presented at the rail. 
 
OFFERING SPECIAL MUSIC 

Amazing Grace 
Arranged by Jay Althouse 

 
 
OFFERTORY   Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 
blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who 
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING   

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.   
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.  
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious  
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of  
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn:  
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P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:  
 Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. You have filled all creation  
 with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed,  
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
 we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P: Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup  
 we remember the life our Lord offered for us.  
 And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 
 we await his coming in power  
 to share with us the great and promised feast. 
 C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, 
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he 
comes as victorious Lord of all. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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P. Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen.  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. All are welcome here.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
The assembly is seated. 
 

Come, for Christ invites you.  Communion today will be distributed at the altar 
rail (please stand or kneel, as you are comfortable), the ushers will direct you 
forward to receive the bread (which is gluten-free) and cup either wine (red) or 
grape juice (white). For those who prefer, pre-packaged communion elements 
are available in the Narthex. 

Hymn: Lamb of God 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
 
Hymn  ELW 675 O Christ, Our Light, O Radiance True 
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Hymn ELW 472 Eat this Bread (sing 3 times) 

 
The assembly rises in body or spirit.  
 

 

 

BLESSING 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

A: Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished 
us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us 
forth to be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and ev-
ermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

SENDING  

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  
 

BLESSING 

P: The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 
with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

P: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

P: The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN   ELW 886 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

P: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Food Pantry—The food pantry is in need of egg cartons again! If you have egg  
cartons you’re able to donate, drop them off at the pantry or the church office! 

9/9—Social Ministry Meeting at 4:00PM.  
 

Fall 2024—In the coming weeks, you may receive a Member Information Census 
form in the mail to update our member records. A more thorough explanation of this 
project can be found in the August Epistle We will only contact you if there are gaps 
in your record. Participation in this project is voluntary, of course, but we encourage 
you to participate as fully as possible so we can keep our records current. If you 
have any questions you can contact the church office at (563) 355-4161. 

10/6— Rally Day will be held on October 6th following the service. We will also honor 
the Church’s 70th Anniversary! No Saturday service on 10/5. Christian Ed will pro-
vide Sloppy Joes and we ask you to bring a side to share. Please consider helping 
Christian Ed by donating a pumpkin - any size! For more information contact  
Mandy Peters-Spediel at (563) 370-8262 or mandypeters8720@gmail.com 
 

10/19— The fall Women's Retreat date is set for Oct 19th from 9am - 3pm. Cost is 
$25 per guest and lunch is provided. Open to anyone interested. Sign-up using our 
online form or using the paper form located in the Narthex. Completed forms can be 
placed on the desk in the Church Office. 

 
 
 

We livestream our services on YouTube each week to help us worship together 
and stay connected even when we are not at full health. Please take advantage 

of that option if you need it - even if it's just for one  
Sunday! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzjnqGF4g_QWtn_I2SqpL5Q 
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Attendance last week:          Saturday Evening       24     
               Sunday Morning       42  Zoom    6        

 

This week’s birthday: 
   September 9 Lillian Peters-Speidel 
   September 12 Audrey Lovell 
   September 13 Billie Joan Jones 
   September 14 Mark Gwin 
 
There are no anniversaries this week. 
 

The flowers are given today by Maggie & Kenny Bayliss to the glory of God. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Worship Assistants       
 
 

September 8   9:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 
Presider      Bryce Hewlett, SAM 
Guest Speaker    Pastor Chris Lee 
Assisting Minister     Tom Sladky 
Usher      Pat Larson & Janene Anderson  
YouTube Assistant    Deb Crooks 
Altar Guild      Marilyn Pieart & Diana Worley 
Counters      Angie Schmidt & David Schmidt 
September  15   9:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 
Presider      Bryce Hewlett, SAM 
Assisting Minister     Judie Brooks 
Usher      Kelly Crooks & Ron Mekalson  
YouTube Assistant    Jason Forari 
Altar Guild      Ellen Hogbin & Pat Larson 
Counters      Kenny Bayliss & Maggie Bayliss 
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Prayers for Healing and Support 
 

Congregational Members 

Kenny Bayliss, Lynn Chamberlain, Bev Chappen, Sherry Germanio,  
Lora Gwin, Sandy Henry, Frieda Houldsworth, Paul Jones, John Leder,  

LaVonne Mienke, Jeanne Peters, Minhon Ridenour 

Family and Friends 

Amy (friend of Jenny Martin), Barry (cousin of Ellen Hogbin),  
Drew (Pat Larson’s friend),  

Grant (grandson of Carol Leacox) 
Jason (Lynn Chamberlain & Sherry Germanio’s son),  

Jon (Joleen Bakken’s nephew), Karen (Pat Larson’s sister), 
Konnor (Bert Leder’s grandson),  

Mary (friend of Pat Larson, Ann Larson & Ellen Hogbin),  
Michelle (friend of Jason & Melissa Forari),  

Phil (Steve Miller and Pat Sorensen’s brother),  
Ruthann (Justina Pessein’s mom)  

Military Personnel 

Anthony Karasek (Judy Larson’s great nephew) 
Lt. Col. Brandon Sandoval USAF, (Pat Larson’s grandson)  

1st Lt. Eli Smith (Jerry and Myrna Mattly’s grandson) 
Samantha Richard (friend of Larson family) 

If you have anyone who needs to be taken off or added, please noƟfy 
the church office. 

Copyright Acknowledgements 
From sundaysandseasons.com, copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #31109.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts,  
admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Hymns reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net #A-739519. Hymns reprinted/streamed with      
permission under OneLicense.net #A-739519 
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September 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

9AM Worship  

Choir Practice 
following  
service 

2 

 

LABOR DAY—
OFFICE CLOSED 

3 
 
 

4 
 
 

 5 6 7 

5:00 PM 
Saturday  
Service   
 

8 

9AM Worship  
 
Grandparent’s 
Day 

9 

9:30 AM 
Monday  
Morning  
Fellowship  

4PM Social  
Ministry Meeting 

10 

4PM Property 
Meeting 

 
 
 

11 

2PM Prayer & 
Learning 
Group 

6-8PM 
Food Pantry  

12 

9-11AM Food 
Pantry  
 

13 14 

5:00 PM 
Saturday  
Service   

15 

9AM Worship  

4:30PM  
Finance Mtg 

 
 
 
 

16 

4:30 Christian  
Education Mtg.  

17 

1PM Sarah  
Circle  

 

18 

6-8PM 
Food Pantry  

 

 

 

 

19 
9-11 AM Food 
Pantry 

 11:30 St. James 
Gang 
 

2PM Bingo @ 
Bettendorf 
Health Care 

6PM Prayer & 
Learning Group 

 20 

 

21 

5:00 PM 
Saturday  
Service   

22 

9AM Worship  

10:15AM  
Council  
Meeting 

23 

9:30 AM 
Monday  
Morning  
Fellowship  

24 

12-4PM  
Quilting  

 

25 

6-8PM 
Food Pantry  

6PM Choir  
Practice  

26 

9-11AM Food 
Pantry  
 

 

27 

 

 

 

28 

5:00 PM 
Saturday  
Service /    
Potluck 

29 

9AM Worship  

 

30 

 

  

 

 

    

B r y c e   a t  W a r t b u r g  S e m i n a r y  f o r  P r o l o g u e  W e e k  


