First Sunday of Advent
November 30, 2025

Service Music: ELW, Setting 10 (ELW, page 203)
Year A, Advent 1 (ELW, page 18)

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming
soon! In today’s readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to
wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the

Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all
people on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or
suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of

salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among

us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the

promises of God.



WELCOME!

Guests, we are glad you have joined us today! If you would like to receive
contact from the pastor or welcoming committee following this worship
service, please fill out a card from the pew slot and put it in the offering
plate.

Children’s Church takes place during our worship service. The children are
dismissed after Blessing the Children and brought back to their families
after the Prayers of Intercession.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE
The assembly rises in body or spirit.

CALL TO WORSHIP

P: O Lord, who may dwell in your sanctuary? Who may dwell on your
holy hill?

C: Those who walk blamelessly, do what is right, and speak the
truth from their heart;

P: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.

C: The light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not
overcome it.

P: Come let us worship and bow down. Let us kneel before the Lord
our God, our Maker.

C: For he is our God. We are the people of his pasture and the
sheep of his hand.




PROCESSIONAL HYMN: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

O come, O come, Emmanuel / and ransom captive Israel

That mourns in lonely exile here / until the Son of God appear
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel / shall come to thee O Israel

The assembly is seated.

The First Sunday of Advent: Hope

R1: Today is the first Sunday in the season of Advent. Advent means
"coming," and in this season we prepare for the coming of Christ.

One of the ways we celebrate Advent is by lighting candles to remind
us of the gifts Christ brings to the world.

R2: The Advent candles tell us of the light which came into the world
with Jesus Christ. The traditional colors of the advent candles, three

blue and one rose, are penitential colors, reminding us that we need

God's help to be the people we are called to be in our baptisms. The
white candle which we light on Christmas Eve signifies the coming of
Christ.

R1: Today we light the first candle, the candle of hope.
(first candle is lit.)

R2: The people of Israel heard God's promises through the prophets.
The prophet Isaiah spoke words of hope to Israel. He spoke of a
righteous branch which will spring up from the lineage of King David.
This branch will bring justice and righteousness to all people. We too
hope and pray for a world in which justice and righteousness are
present in all the people of the world.



R1: Hope is a light shining in a dark place. With the lighting of this
candle, we celebrate the hope of Israel and the hope that we have in
Jesus Christ.

C: We continue to hope in God's promise that Christ will come
again to fill our lives and the life of the world with love and joy
and peace. Thank you, God, for the light of hope.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

P: We continue to pray:

C: Repair our relationships, O God, restore what we have broken,
renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen.

P: Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, + in Christ
Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by the power of the Holy Spirit you
are set free. C: Amen.

The assembly rises in body or spirit.
GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.



CANTICLE: GLORY TO GOD
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to all the earth.
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For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray.

C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful
protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and
enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

The assembly is seated.
BLESSING THE CHILDREN

This little light of mine, I'm gonna’ let it shine

This little light of mine, I'm gonna’ let it shine

This little light of mine, I'm gonna’ let it shine
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine

Children are dismissed for Children’s Church.

WORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5
' The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem. 2In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall
stream to it.
3 Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house
of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we
may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction




and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge
between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they
shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more. ® O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!
A: Word of God. Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY: Psalm 122 (read responsively)
' was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the LORD.”
2Now our feet are standing within your gates, O
Jerusalem.
3 Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself;
4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD.
5For there are the thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the house of David.
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May they prosper who love you.
"Peace be within your walls and quietness within your towers.
8 For the sake of my kindred and companions, | pray for your
prosperity.
I Because of the house of the LORD our God,
| will seek to do you good.”



SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14

"1 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the
moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us
now than when we became believers; '2the night is far gone; the
day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put
on the armor of light; '3 let us walk decently as in the day, not in
reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not
in quarreling and jealousy. '* Instead, put on the Lord Jesus

Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
A: Word of God. Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

The assembly rises in body or spirit to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.



GOSPEL

P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew 24:36-44
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples,] % “About that day and hour no one
knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of
the Son of Man. 3 For as in the days before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
Noah entered the ark, 3°and they knew nothing until the flood
came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the
Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and
one will be left. ' Two women will be grinding meal together; one
will be taken, and one will be left.

42 Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your
Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be
broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.
SERMON

The assembly rises in body or spirit to sing the Hymn of the Day.



HYMN OF THE DAY: Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
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2 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding!
"Christ is near," we hear it say.
"Cast away the works of darkness,
all you children of the day!"
Wakened by the solemn warning,
from earth's bondage let us rise;
Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling,
shines upon the morning skies.

3 See the Lamb, so long expected,
come with pardon down from heav'n.
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow,
one and all, to be forgiv'n;

So, when next he comes in glory
and the world is wrapped in fear,
he will shield us with his mercy
and with words of love draw near.

4 Come, Thou long expected Jesus,
Come to set Thy people free
From our fears and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in Thee.
Honor, glory, might, and blessing
to the Father and the Son
with the everlasting Spirit
while unending ages run!

Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878
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APOSTLES’ CREED

A: With the whole church let us confess our faith.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Share the peace of Christ with one another by shaking hands or with
a word or sign of Christ’s peace.

The assembly is seated.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God,
trusting your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole
creation.
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A: God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction.
Uphold and strengthen lay leaders, teachers, deacons, pastors, and
bishops. Teach us your ways and lead us in your paths. We ask for
protection for Christians being targeted for their faith in Syria and
Nigeria.

God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

A: God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of
creation. Empower us to care for forests and oceans, as we see you
in the world around us. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

A: God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and
mediators. Cast out words of hate and transform them into words for
building up community. Remake implements of war to sow peace. We
pray for the people of Sudan and Gaza who are starving to death.
Bring them aid through your ministers. Make peace in places of
conflict, especially Ukraine, Iran, and the Holy Land. We pray for the
safety of first responders, those serving in the military, and those
whose duty it is to protect others, especially Anthony, Eli, Nathan,
and Tyler.

God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

A: God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred
and companions who are ill or despairing, especially Amanda, Barry,
Bert, Bev, Carol, Carol, Crew, Donna, Drew, Ed, Emmett, Frieda,
Hattie, Jenn, Jeryl, Jim, Joe, John, Joseph, Karen & Ed, Konnor,
LaVonne, Lynn, Maggie, Mark, Michelle, Phil, Ruthann, Sandy,
Stan, Steve, Tami, Ted, and Wally.

God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

A: God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears
down, and relationships fray, show us how to journey with one
another. Nurture therapists, counselors, and sponsors in their care for
others. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
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A: God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace.
At the last, bring us with all the saints, especially Andrew, whom we
*commemorate today, to your holy city where peace and goodness
abide. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

A: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. C: Amen.

*See announcement for commemorations.

MEAL

OFFERING your offering may be placed in the plate as it is passed.
We thank all who support God’s ministry here and in the world.

Choir Special Music:

Fall Like Rain
Stan Pethel

Stand as the offering is presented at the rail.
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PRESENTATION OF GIFTS: ELW 186 Create in Me
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A: Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the
desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may
rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come. C: Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people
with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make
all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in
righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church
on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
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Christ has died. Christ is ris-en. Christ will come a - gain.

With this bread and cup

we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming. C: Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.

Come among us. Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.

Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth. C: Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
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P. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised.
All are welcome. C: Thanks be to God.

The assembly is seated.

Come, for Christ invites you. Communion today will be distributed at
the altar rail (please stand or kneel, as you are comfortable), the
ushers will direct you forward to receive the bread (which is gluten-
free) and cup either wine (red) or grape juice (white).



Lamb of God
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you suf-fered death our

you set us free

e - ter-nal

COMMUNION HYMNS

lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.

HYMN ELW 461 All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly

from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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1 All who hun-ger, gath-er  glad - ly; ho-ly man-na is our bread.
2 All who hun-ger, nev-er strang-ers;  seek-er, be a  wel-come guest
3 All who hun-ger, sing to - geth - er, Je - sus Christis  liv - ing bread.
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HYMN ELW 473 Holy, Holy, Holy (sing 3 times)
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The assembly rises in body or spirit at the invitation of the presiding
minister.

COMMUNION BLESSING

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve you in eternal life. C: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.
Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and
bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. C: Amen
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING BLESSING

P: May God who comes among us, Father, =+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news
to share today and always. C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN ELW 260 The King Shall Come
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The King shall come when morn-ing dawns and light tri - um-phant breaks,
Not as of old a lit - tle child, to bear and fight and die,
Oh, bright-er than the  ris - ing morn when Christ, vic - to - rious, rose
Oh, bright-er than that glo - rious morn shall dawn up - on our race
The King shall come when morn-ing dawns and light and beau - ty  brings.
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when beau -ty gilds the cast-ern hills and life to joy a-wakes.
but crowned with glo - ry like the sun that lights the morn-ing sky.
and left the lone-some place of death, de - spite the rage of foes.
the day when Christ in splen-dor comes, and we shall see his face.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your peo - ple pray: come quick-ly, King of kings.
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AFFIRMATION OF CHRISTIAN VOCATION

P: Siblings in Christ, both your work and your rest are in God. Will you
pattern your life on the Lord Jesus Christ in gratitude to God and
service to others, all the days of your life?

C: 1 will, and | ask God to help me.

P: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. C: Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Attendance last week:
Saturday No Service
Sunday 72 YouTube 3

Birthdays this week:
12/4 Harlen Briggs

Anniversaries this week:

There are no anniversaries this week.
The flowers today are given by:
Carrie Reese & Troy Larkin.

Today - Picture Day for the Directory! We are working on a new
picture directory that will be available in 2026. Pictures will be taken in
the office before and after the services. Contact the office at
563-355-4161 with any questions!

12/7 - Friendly Visitors’ Christmas Project — Following the service,
Friendly Visitors will be filling Christmas bags and delivering them!
Contact Janene Anderson at 563-370-8710 for questions or more
details!

12/13 - Live Nativity — Come join us for our Live Nativity! More info and
sign-up sheets to volunteer are located in the Connections Corner in the
Narthex.
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12/20 7PM Blue Christmas — Blue Christmas service will be held at
Redeemer Lutheran in Bettendorf. 1107 Tanglefoot Ln, Bettendorf, IA
52722. Contact the office for more information at 563-355-4161.

1/6 Epiphany Service — 6:00pm Around the World Potluck! Bring a
dish from your cultural background to share! There will be a Polar
plunge, kids crafts & games (search for baby Jesus!) and the service
starts at 7:00pm. Contact Justina Pessein at 563-940-3782 if you
have any questions!

Flower Chart 2026 —The 2026 Flower Chart is located in the narthex.
Flowers for the altar are $50 per week (2 bouquets) - payment at the
time of sign up is preferred. If you would like to share the cost, 2
members may wish to sign up together and take one bouquet each.
Checks are made out to St James with "altar flowers" written in the
memo.

We livestream our services on YouTube each week to help
us worship together and stay connected even when we are
not at full health or out of town!

Youtube Link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzjngGF4g QWtn_12SqpL5Q

COMMEMORATIONS

Andrew, Apostle - Sunday, November 30, 2025

The first of the disciples to be called by Jesus, Andrew quickly began
to bring others to the Savior, including Simon Peter.

The Bible also shows him leading some Greeks to meet Jesus, and
he brought forward the boy with five loaves and two fish, with which
Jesus fed thousands.
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Francis Xavier, missionary to Asia, died 1552

Wednesday, December 3, 2025

A native of the Basque region of Spain, Xavier became a missionary
to India, Southeast Asia, Japan, and the Philippines. He also helped
to found the Society of Jesus (Jesuits).

John of Damascus, theologian and hymnwriter, died around 749
Thursday, December 4, 2025

A monk in an abbey near Jerusalem, John wrote many hymns as well
as theological works. One of his works, The Fount of Wisdom,
remained influential for centuries.

Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, died around 342

Saturday, December 6, 2025

Little is known about Nicholas, except that he was a bishop in
present-day Turkey. According to legend, he was famous for his
giving to the poor, and so has become a symbol of anonymous gift-

giving.
Worship Assistants

November 30 9:00 AM Worship

Presider Bryce Hewlett, SAM
Assisting Minister Justina Pessein

Reader Kaylee Pessein

Acolytes Sam & Eli Pessein
Organist: Linda Gross

Ushers Ryan Martin & Ellen H.
Altar Guild Audrey Lovell & Pat Larson

Counters Ellen Hogbin
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Prayers for Healing and Support

Congregational Members
Ed Arp, Lynn Chamberlain, Bev Chappen, Sandy Henry, Frieda
Houldsworth, Jeryl Krumbholz, Jim Krumbholz,
Bert Leder, LaVonne Mienke, Mark Peters
Family and Friends
Amanda (friend of Melissa), Barry (cousin of Ellen Hogbin),
Carol (friend of Joleen & Erik Bakken), Carol (friend of Steve & Sue
Miller) Crew (Susie and Jeff Seitz’ new grandson),
Donna (Ed Arp’s sister),

Drew (Pat Larson’s friend), Emmett (friend of Diana Worley),
Hattie (Frieda’s sister), Jenn (family of Bryce/Kim & Gary/Eunice),
Joe (Janene’s son-in-law), John (Susie & Jeff Seitz’ friend), Joseph
(friend of Bryce & Kim), Karen and Ed (Shirley’s Aunt and Uncle),
Konnor (Bert Leder’s grandson), Mark (friend of Jason Forari), Michelle
(friend of Joleen & Erik Bakken), Phil (Steve Miller and Pat Sorensen’s
brother), Stan (relative of Fritz Voss), Steve (friend of Pat Larson) Tami
(family of Maggie Bayliss), Ted (Ellen Hogbin's father-in-law), Wally
(Frieda’s nephew)

Those Whose Duty it is to Protect Others
Anthony Karasek (Judy Larson’s great nephew)

CPT Eli Smith (Jerry and Myrna Mattly’s grandson)

Nathan Pearson USAF (Jenna & Kane Schmidt’s friend)

Tyler McLaughlin, First Responder (Family of Pat Larson)

If you have anyone who needs to be taken off or added,
please notify the church office.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
30 1 2 3 4 5 6
8:30AM 4PM Social 6-8PM Food | 9-11AM 5PM
Choir Ministry Pantry Food Saturday
Warm-up Pantry Service &
Potluck
9AM 11AM
Worship Service at
BHCC
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
9AM 8AM 4PM Property | 6-8PM Food | 9-11AM 4PM
Worship Worship & Mtg. Pantry Food Live Nativity
10AM Music Mtg. Pantry (in Place of
Friendly 6PM 6PM | 1PM Saturday
Visitor bags | Christian Confirmation | Finance Service)
Ed. Mtg. Class Mitg.
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9AM 1PM Sarah 6-8PM Food | 9-11AM 5PM
Worship Circle Pantry Food Saturday
Pantry Service
10AM
Coffee & 1S1AM 7PM Blue
Convo ervice at hrist
BHCC aCt ristmas
10AM Redeemer
Council 11:30AM Lutheran
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
9AM 4PM NO
Worship Christmas Saturday
Eve Service Service
11PM
Christmas Christmas

Eve Service




