
Third Sunday after Epiphany  
February 1, 2026 

Service Music: ELW, Setting 10 (ELW, page 203) 
Year A, Lectionary 4 (ELW, page 23) 

 
Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, 
they are those who do justice, love kindness, 
and walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are 
the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of 
the cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, the 
meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the 
peacemakers, those who mourn, and those 
who hunger for righteousness. In baptism we 

find our blessed identity and calling in this countercultural way of living 
and serving. 

 
 
 
 

WELCOME! 
Guests, we are glad you have joined us today!  If you would like to 
receive contact from the pastor or welcoming committee following this 
worship service, please fill out a card from the pew slot and put it in 
the offering plate.  
 
Children’s Church takes place during our worship service. The 
children are dismissed after Blessing the Children and brought back 
to their families after the Prayers of Intercession. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
WELCOME TO WORSHP – 8:55 A.M. 
 

PRELUDE 
 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

The assembly rises at the invitation of the presiding minister. 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 
 
P: In the name of the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: We turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
You may find a simple prayer helpful, such as: "Lord, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on me, a sinner." or “Lord, you see all things. I open my 
heart to you.” 
 
P: Mighty God, we have not loved you with our whole hearts. 
C: Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the 
mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with you, our God.  
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KYRIE 

 

P: We continue to pray: 
C: Repair our relationships, O God, restore what we have broken, 
renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen. 
 
P: The former things have passed away, and new things God now 
declares: Like a spring of water that never fails, God forgives your sin 
in ☩ Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 
and bless you with the gift of peace. C: Amen. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE: Glory Be to God  

 
 
 
GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P: Let us pray. 
C: Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your 
kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a 
hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for 
peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 

 
BLESSING THE CHILDREN 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna’ let it shine 
 This little light of mine, I’m gonna’ let it shine 
 This little light of mine, I’m gonna’ let it shine 

 Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 

Children are dismissed for Children’s Church. 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8 
 1 Hear what the LORD says: 
  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
  and let the hills hear your voice. 
 2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD, 
  and you enduring foundations of the earth, 
 for the LORD has a case against his people, 
  and he will contend with Israel. 
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 3 “O my people, what have I done to you? 
  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
 4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 
  and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
 and I sent before you Moses, 
  Aaron, and Miriam. 
 5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
  what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
  that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
 
 6 “With what shall I come before the LORD 
  and bow myself before God on high? 
 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
  with calves a year old? 
 7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
 8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, 
  and what does the LORD require of you 
 but to do justice and to love kindness 
  and to walk humbly with your God? 
A: Word of God. Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALMODY: Psalm 15 (read responsively) 
 1 LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
 2 Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 
  who speak the truth from their heart;  
 3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their 
friends; 
  they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.  

4 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those 
who fear the LORD.  
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 
 5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they 
take bribes against the innocent. Those who do these things 
shall never be overthrown.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For 
it is written, 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the 
proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs 
and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 24 but to those 
who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
  26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you 
were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many 
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were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to 
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, things 
that are not, to abolish things that are, 29 so that no one might boast in 
the presence of God. 30 In contrast, God is why you are in Christ 
Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption, 31 in order that, as it is written, “Let the 
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
A: Word of God. Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly rises in body or spirit to welcome the gospel.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
GOSPEL  
P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew 5:1-12 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he 
sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and 
taught them, saying: 
  3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
  4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
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  5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
  6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for  

they will be filled. 
  7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
  8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
  9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of  

God. 
  10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of  

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and  

utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  
 

12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

 
The assembly is seated. 
 

 
SERMON   

 

 
The assembly rises in body or spirit to sing the Hymn of the Day. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: 710 Let Streams of Living Justice 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
A: In prayer and devotion, we confess our faith with the whole church. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried;  
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

PEACE  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C: And also with you.   
 

Share the peace of Christ with one another by shaking hands or with 
a word or sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the 
church, the whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, 
our home. 
 

A: God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that it 
may do justice, love kindness, live humbly, and boldly proclaim Christ 
crucified. We pray for local justice and humanitarian aid ministries. 
May they serve humbly and confidently, trusting in the victory of your 
Son over evil in his resurrection from the dead.  
Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 
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A: God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with 
integrity and dignity. Increase freedom in every nation. Protect 
educators, journalists, artists, and religious leaders who are reviled for 
speaking truth. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: God our comfort, you give hope to all who suffer because of 
persecution, poverty, or war. Make peace in places of conflict, 
especially Ukraine, Venezuela, and the Holy Land. Reunite 
separated families and bring orphaned children to safety. Comfort any 
who grieve or suffer in any way, especially Amanda, Annette & Rick, 
Becky, Bert, Bev, Carol, Crew, Donna, Drew, Ed, Emmett, Frieda, 
Hattie, Jean, Jeryl, Jim, Joe, John, Karen & Ed, Konnor, 
LaVonne, Lynn, Mark, Megan, Michelle, Phil, Sandy, Stan, Stella, 
Steve, Tami, and Wally. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this 
congregation, and for parents, grandparents, mentors, teachers, and 
youth ministers who model love for their neighbor and care for others. 
We pray for the safety of first responders, those serving in the military, 
and those whose duty it is to protect others, especially Anthony, 
Chris, Eli, Nathan, and Tyler. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who 
journeyed humbly with you. We thank you for those who now rest in 
you, especially Ansgar, The Martyrs of Japan, and Mahalia, whom 
we *commemorate this week. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, 
we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made 
known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. C: Amen. 

 
*See announcement for commemorations. 
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MEAL 
OFFERING your offering may be placed in the plate as it is passed. 
We thank all who support God’s ministry here and in the world.  
 
Stand as the offering is presented at the rail. 
 
PRESENTATION OF GIFTS: ELW 186 Create in Me 

 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A: God of majesty, 
no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those 
who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 
Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come 
near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen.  
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and through him you revealed our citizenship in a heavenly kingdom.  
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
  

The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the 
sea; within each cell; with every breath. 
C: We praise you, O God. 
  

P: Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night 
and day; across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
C: We bless you, O God. 
  
P: We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; 
near to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us 
now. C: We thank you, O God. 
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P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the 
end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; 
among your people; throughout the world. 
  

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, 
by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 
 

 
P. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.  
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
P: Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
Come to the table; taste and see. All are welcome here.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

Come, for Christ invites you. Communion today will be distributed at 
the altar rail (please stand or kneel, as you are comfortable), the 
ushers will direct you forward to receive the bread (which is gluten-
free) and cup either wine (red) or grape juice (white).  
 

 
Lamb of God 
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HYMN 715 Christ Be Our Light  
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HYMN ELW 884 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow  
(sing 3 times) 

 
 
 

The assembly rises in body or spirit at the invitation of the presiding 
minister.  
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
preserve you in eternal life. C: Amen. 
 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
A: Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 
In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your 
heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect 
the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and 
heard, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen 
 

 
 



20 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

 
SENDING BLESSING 
P: May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth 
and tuned your heart for praise ☩ bless you now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN ELW 669 Rise Up, O Saints of God 

 
 
 
AFFIRMATION OF CHRISTIAN VOCATION 
P: Go in peace. Walk in faith. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Attendance last week:  
  Saturday No Service due to Annual Meeting. 
  Sunday  76 YouTube 6 
 

Birthdays this week: 
2/3 Ken Osborne 2/5 Kim Hewlett 2/7 Mauricio Garcia-Hogbin 

Anniversaries this week:  
There are no anniversaries this week. 
 

The flowers today are given by Troy & Carrie Larkin. 
 

Adult & Teen Bible Study Opportunity – Starting in February, we 
will offer a group study called "On Earth as it is in Heaven: Exploring 
Worship in Scripture and Tradition". Anyone interested should contact 
Bryce directly (brycechewlett@gmail.com or 563-279-4584). Minimum 
8 participants required to conduct the class. Sign up in the Narthex. 
 

 
We livestream our services on YouTube each week to help  
us worship together and stay connected even when we are  

not at full health or out of town! 
Youtube Link: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzjnqGF4g_QWtn_I2SqpL5Q 
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*COMMEMORATIONS  
Presentation of Our Lord 
Monday, February 2, 2026 
Forty days after the birth of Jesus we mark the day Mary and Joseph 
presented him in the temple in accordance with Jewish law. There 
they were greeted by Simeon, an aged priest who offered the song 
"Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace," as well as by the 
prophet Anna, who spoke of the redemption of Israel. 
 

Ansgar, Bishop of Hamburg, missionary to Denmark and 
Sweden, died 865. Tuesday, February 3, 2026 
A monk who helped bring Christianity to Scandinavia, Ansgar 
returned to Germany where he was named bishop of Hamburg. He is 
remembered for his love for poor people. 
 

The Martyrs of Japan, died 1597 
Thursday, February 5, 2026 
Christianity was brought to Japan in the sixteenth century by Jesuit 
and Franciscan missionaries. The religion was suppressed, however, 
and in 1597 twenty-six missionaries and converts were crucified. 
Nevertheless, Christianity survived and later prospered. 
 

Mahalia Jackson (1911-1972) 
Mahalia Jackson was an American gospel singer. She had a powerful 
contralto voice. Even more, she had a powerful spirit that led people 
to name her “The Queen of Gospel.” She became one of the most 
influential gospel singers in the world and was known internationally 
as a singer and civil rights activist. She recorded over 30 albums 
during her career (mostly for Columbia Records), and her 45 rpm 
records included a dozen “golds”—million-sellers. 
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Worship Assistants 
 
February 1    9:00 AM Worship 
Presider     Bryce Hewlett, SAM 
Assisting Minister    Judie Brooks 
Reader    Justina Pessein 
Acolyte    Eli Pessein 
Music Minister   Steve Abel   
  
Ushers     Pat Larson & Shirley Richlen 
Counters     Needed 
 
February 8    9:00 AM Worship 
Presider     Bryce Hewlett, SAM 
Guest Speaker   Jason Forari 
Assisting Minister    Tom Sladky 
Reader    Ellen Hogbin 
Acolyte    Jude Hewlett 
Music Minister:   Steve Abel 
Ushers     Fritz Voss & Judy Larson 
Counters     Needed 
 
February 15    9:00 AM Worship 
Presider     Bryce Hewlett, SAM 
Assisting Minister    Pat Larson 
Reader    Judie Brooks 
Acolyte    Edi Southwell  
Organist     Maddy Beck 
Ushers     Ann Larson & Dee Worley  
Counters     Needed 
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February 18    7:00 PM Worship – Ash Wednesday  
Presider     Bryce Hewlett, SAM 
Assisting Minister    Jason Forari 
Reader    Maddie Schmidt 
Acolyte    Needed 
Organist:    Linda Gross 
Ushers     Melissa Forari & Anna Forari 
Counters     Needed 
 
February 22    9:00 AM Worship 
Presider     Bryce Hewlett, SAM 
Assisting Minister    Ellen Hogbin  
Reader    Judy Larson 
Acolyte    Velvet Collison 
Organist:    Linda Gross 
Ushers     Kelly Crooks & Ryan Martin 
Counters     Needed 
 
 

Copyright Acknowledgements 
From sundaysandseasons.com, copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #31109.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright 
© 1992 Consultation on Common Texts,  admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Hymns reprinted 

with permission under OneLicense.net #A-739519. Hymns reprinted/streamed with permission under 
OneLicense.net #A-739519 
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Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



27 
 

Prayers for Healing and Support 
Congregational Members 

Ed Arp, Lynn Chamberlain, Bev Chappen, Sandy Henry, Frieda 
Houldsworth, Jeryl Krumbholz, Jim Krumbholz,  

Doug Larson, Bert Leder, LaVonne Mienke, Mark Peters, Jean Rowe  
 

Family and Friends 
Amanda (friend of Melissa),  

Annette & Rick (Steve & Sue Miller & Pat Sorenson’s sister  
& brother-in-law),  

Becky (sister of Ellen Hogbin)  
Carol (friend of Steve & Sue Miller)  

Crew (Susie and Jeff Seitz’ new grandson), Donna (Ed Arp’s sister),  
Drew (Pat Larson’s friend), Emmett (friend of Diana Worley),  

Hattie (Frieda’s sister), Joe (Janene’s son-in-law), Karen and Ed 
(Shirley’s Aunt and Uncle), Konnor (Bert Leder’s grandson), Mark 

(friend of Jason Forari), Megan (friend of Deb Crooks),  Michelle (friend 
of Joleen & Erik Bakken), Phil (Steve Miller and Pat Sorensen’s 

brother), Stan (relative of Fritz Voss), Stella (friend of Ellen Hogbin), 
Steve (friend of Pat Larson), Tami (family of Maggie Bayliss), Wally 

(Frieda’s nephew) 
 

Those Whose Duty it is to Protect Others 
Anthony Karasek (Judy Larson’s great nephew) 

LT. Chris Tribble USN (Erik & Joleen Bakken’s friend). 
CPT Eli Smith (Jerry and Myrna Mattly’s grandson) 

Nathan Pearson USAF (Jenna & Kane Schmidt’s friend) 
Tyler McLaughlin, First Responder (Family of Pat Larson) 

 
If you have anyone who needs to be taken off or added,  

please notify the church office. 
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February 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

9AM 
Worship 
 
10AM 
Friendly 
Visitors 

4PM Social 
Ministry 
Mtg. 
 
6-7:30PM 
Bible Study 

 6-8PM Food  
Pantry 
 
6-8PM 
Confirmatio
n 

9-11AM 
Food  
Pantry 
 
11AM 
Service at 
BHCC 

 5PM  
Saturday  
Service 
 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

9AM 
Worship 
 
10AM 
Coffee & 
Convo 

1PM 
Finance 
Mtg. 
 
6-7:30PM 
Bible Study 

4PM 
Property 
Mtg. 

6-8PM Food  
Pantry 
 

9-11AM 
Food  
Pantry 

 8AM Men’s 
Prayer 
Breakfast 
 
5PM  
Saturday  
Service 
 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

9AM 
Worship 
 
10AM 
Council 
Mtg. 

 1PM Sarah 
Circle 

7-8AM Ashes 
& Blessing 
 

2-6PM 
Individual 
Confession 
 

7PM Ash 
Wednesday 
Service 
 

6-8PM Food  
Pantry 
 

6-8PM 
Confirmation 

9-11AM 
Food  
Pantry 
 

11AM 
Service at 
BHCC 
 

11:30AM 
GANG 
 

2:30PM 
Bingo @ 
BHCC 

 5PM  
Saturday  
Service 
 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

9AM 
Worship 
 

 12-4PM 
Quilting 

6-8PM Food  
Pantry 
 

9-11AM 
Food  
Pantry 

 5PM  
Saturday  
Service 
 

 


