
 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany  
February 8, 2026 

Service Music: ELW, Setting 10 (ELW, page 203) 
Year A, Lectionary 5 (ELW, page 24) 

                                  
Light shines in the darkness for the upright, 
the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that when 
we loose the bonds of injustice and share our 
bread with the hungry, the light breaks forth 
like the dawn. In another passage from the 
Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the 

world, calls his followers to let the light of their good works shine 
before others. Through baptism we are sent into the world to shine 
with the light of Christ. 

 
 
 

WELCOME! 
Guests, we are glad you have joined us today!  If you would like to 
receive contact from the pastor or welcoming committee following this 
worship service, please fill out a card from the pew slot and put it in 
the offering plate.  
 
Children’s Church takes place during our worship service. The 
children are dismissed after Blessing the Children and brought back 
to their families after the Prayers of Intercession. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
WELCOME TO WORSHP – 8:55 A.M. 
 

PRELUDE 
 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

The assembly rises at the invitation of the presiding minister. 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 
 
P: In the name of the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: We turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
You may find a simple prayer helpful, such as: "Lord, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on me, a sinner." or “Lord, you see all things. I open my 
heart to you.” 
 
P: Mighty God, we have not loved you with our whole hearts. 
C: Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the 
mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with you, our God.  
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KYRIE 

 

P: We continue to pray: 
C: Repair our relationships, O God, restore what we have broken, 
renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen. 
 
P: The former things have passed away, and new things God now 
declares: Like a spring of water that never fails, God forgives your sin 
in ☩ Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 
and bless you with the gift of peace. C: Amen. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE: Glory Be to God  

 
 
 
GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P: Let us pray. 
C: Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all 
who call upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought 
to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 

 
BLESSING THE CHILDREN 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna’ let it shine 
 This little light of mine, I’m gonna’ let it shine 
 This little light of mine, I’m gonna’ let it shine 

 Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 

Children are dismissed for Children’s Church. 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:1-12 
 1 Shout out; do not hold back! 
  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
 Announce to my people their rebellion, 
  to the house of Jacob their sins. 
 2 Yet day after day they seek me  
 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
 they ask of me righteous judgments; 
  they want God on their side. 
 3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 
 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day 
  and oppress all your workers. 
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 4 You fast only to quarrel and to fight 
  and to strike with a wicked fist. 
 Such fasting as you do today 
  will not make your voice heard on high. 
 5 Is such the fast that I choose, 
  a day to humble oneself? 
 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush 
  and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
 Will you call this a fast, 
  a day acceptable to the LORD? 
 6 Is not this the fast that I choose: 
  to loose the bonds of injustice, 
  to undo the straps of the yoke, 
 to let the oppressed go free, 
  and to break every yoke? 
 7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 
  and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
 when you see the naked, to cover them 
  and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
 8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
  and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
 your vindicator shall go before you; 
  the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
 9a Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 
  you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.” 
9b If you remove the yoke from among you, 
  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
 10 if you offer your food to the hungry 
  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
 then your light shall rise in the darkness 
  and your gloom be like the noonday. 
 11 The LORD will guide you continually 
  and satisfy your needs in parched places 
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  and make your bones strong, 
 and you shall be like a watered garden, 
  like a spring of water 
  whose waters never fail. 
 12 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
  you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
 you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
  the restorer of streets to live in. 
A: Word of God. Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALMODY: Psalm 112:1-10 (read responsively) 
 1 Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD 
  and have great delight in God’s commandments! 
 2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 
  the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
 3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, 
  and their righteousness will last forever. 
 4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 
  the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.  
 5 It is good for them to be generous in lending 
  and to manage their affairs with justice. 
 6 For they will never be shaken; 
  the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 
 7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 
  their heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 
 8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, 
  until they see their desire upon their enemies. 
 9 They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness 
stands fast forever; they will hold up their head with honor. 
10 The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth 
and pine away; the desires of the wicked will perish. 
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
1 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming 
the testimony of God to you with superior speech or wisdom. 2 For I 
decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him 
crucified. 3 And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much 
trembling. 4 My speech and my proclamation were made not with 
persuasive words of wisdom but with a demonstration of the Spirit and 
of power, 5 so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on 
the power of God.  
A: Word of God. Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly rises in body or spirit to welcome the gospel.  
 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL  
P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew 5:13-20 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its 
taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for 
anything but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 
  14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be 
hid. 15 People do not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; 
rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in 
heaven. 
  17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, 
until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a 
letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore, 
whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments and 
teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of 
heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness 
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

 
The assembly is seated. 
 

 
SERMON   

 

 
The assembly rises in body or spirit to sing the Hymn of the Day. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: 688 Lord of Light
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
A: In prayer and devotion, we confess our faith with the whole church. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
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catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

PEACE  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C: And also with you.   
 

Share the peace of Christ with one another by shaking hands or with 
a word or sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the 
church, the whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, 
our home. 
 

A: Your church does ministry in many and various ways. Keep the 
baptized true to the mind of Christ, that our works and witness bring 
hope to a troubled world. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: Your marvelous creation cries out to you. Restore polluted air, soil, 
and water sources to wholeness. Guard honeybees, elephants, great 
whales and songbirds from harm, and renew the face of the earth. 
Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: Your people in every nation suffer injustice, poverty, and the threat 
of violence. Guide those in authority to govern with compassion, and 
bring peace to war zones and places of conflict, especially Ukraine, 
Venezuela, and the Holy Land. You call us to love our enemies for 
we are all created in your image. Lead us and them to your perfect 
peace. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 
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A: Your blessings are poured out for all in need. Help and heal any 
who experience trauma, discrimination, disease, hunger, abuse, or 
persecution. Comfort those who are sick or grieving, especially 
Amanda, Annette & Rick, Becky, Bert, Bev, Carol, Char, Crew, 
Donna, Drew, Ed, Emmett, Frieda, Hattie, Jean, Jeryl, Jim, Joe, 
John, Karen & Ed, Konnor, LaVonne, Lylah, Lynn, Mark, Megan, 
Michelle, Phil, Sandy, Stan, Stella, Steve, Tami, and Wally.  
Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: Your wisdom guides this congregation and its ministries. Sustain 
our ordained leaders, staff, lay leaders, and volunteers. We pray for 
the safety of first responders, those serving in the military, and those 
whose duty it is to protect others, especially Anthony, Chris, Eli, 
Nathan, and Tyler. Form us to be salt and light for the neighbors we 
serve, following the example of Christ.  
Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: Your saints rejoice at your heavenly banquet. We give thanks for 
their lives of faith, especially Cyril and Methodius, whom we 
*commemorate this week, trusting that we also will be embraced by 
your eternal love. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, 
we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made 
known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. C: Amen. 

 
*See announcement for commemorations. 
 

MEAL 
OFFERING your offering may be placed in the plate as it is passed. 
We thank all who support God’s ministry here and in the world.  
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Choir Special Music 
 
 

Stand as the offering is presented at the rail. 
 
PRESENTATION OF GIFTS: ELW 186 Create in Me 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
A: God of majesty, 
no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those 
who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 
Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come 
near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen.  
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and through him you revealed our citizenship in a heavenly kingdom. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
  

The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the 
sea; within each cell; with every breath. 
C: We praise you, O God. 
  

P: Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night 
and day; across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
C: We bless you, O God. 
  
P: We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; 
near to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us 
now. C: We thank you, O God. 
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P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the 
end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; 
among your people; throughout the world. 
  

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, 
by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 
 

 
P. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.  
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
P: Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
Come to the table; taste and see. All are welcome here.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

Come, for Christ invites you. Communion today will be distributed at 
the altar rail (please stand or kneel, as you are comfortable), the 
ushers will direct you forward to receive the bread (which is gluten-
free) and cup either wine (red) or grape juice (white).  
 

 
Lamb of God 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



19 
 
HYMN 712 Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service  
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HYMN ELW 472 Eat This Bread (sing 3 times) 

 
 
 

The assembly rises in body or spirit at the invitation of the presiding 
minister.  
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
preserve you in eternal life. C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
A: Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 
In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your 
heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect 
the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and 
heard, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

 
SENDING BLESSING 
P: May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth 
and tuned your heart for praise ☩ bless you now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN ELW 866 We Are Marching in the  
Light of God / Siyahamba 
 

ENGLISH 
We are marching in the light of God, 
we are marching in the light of God. 
We are marching in the light of God, 
we are marching in the light of God. 

 
We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,) 

we are marching in the light of God. 
We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,) 

we are marching in the light of God. 
 

ZULU 
Siyahamb’ ekukhanyen’ kwenkhos’, 
siyahamb’ ekukhanyen’ kwenkhos’. 
Siyahamb’ ekukhanyen’ kwenkhos’, 
siyahamb’ ekukhanyen’ kwenkhos’. 

Siyahamba, (hamba, siyahamba, hamba,) 
siyahamb’ ekukhanyen’ kwenkhos’. 

Siyahamba, (hamba, siyahamba, hamba,) 
siyahamb’ ekukhanyen’ kwenkhos’. 
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AFFIRMATION OF CHRISTIAN VOCATION 
P: Go in peace. Walk in faith. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Attendance last week:  
  Saturday 14 
  Sunday  54 YouTube 4 
 

Birthdays this week: 
2/8 Susie Seitz 2/9 Lynn Sterner 2/14 Emerson Bileddo 
2/14 Kane Schmidt 

Anniversaries this week:  
There are no anniversaries this week. 
 

The flowers today are given by Troy & Carrie Larkin. 
 

Today! 10a.m. Coffee and Conversation. 
 
Adult & Teen Bible Study Opportunity – Starting in February, we 
will offer a group study called "On Earth as it is in Heaven: Exploring 
Worship in Scripture and Tradition". Anyone interested should contact 
Bryce directly (brycechewlett@gmail.com or 563-279-4584). Minimum 
8 participants required to conduct the class. Sign up in the Narthex. 
 

 

We livestream our services on YouTube each week to help  
us worship together and stay connected even when we are  

not at full health or out of town! 
Youtube Link: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzjnqGF4g_QWtn_I2SqpL5Q 
 
Lenten Meal Schedule: 
2/25: Council / Site Committee  
3/11: Christian Education / Choir 
3/18: Worship & Music Committee / Fellowship 
3/25: Finance / Property  
3/4: Friendly Visitors / Social Ministry 
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*COMMEMORATIONS  
Cyril, monk, died 869; Methodius, bishop, died 885; missionaries to 
the Slavs. Saturday, February 14, 2026 
These two brothers from Thessalonika, Greece, were monks and were 
sent to bring Christianity to the Slavic people. In the course of their work 
they created a written language, inventing the Cyrillic alphabet for it, and 
translated the Bible and the liturgy. 

 
Worship Assistants 

 
February 8    9:00 AM Worship 
Presider     Bryce Hewlett, SAM 
Guest Speaker   Jason Forari 
Assisting Minister    Tom Sladky 
Reader    Ellen Hogbin 
Acolyte    Jude Hewlett 
Music Minister:   Steve Abel 
Ushers     Dee Worley & Ann Larson 
 
 
February 15    9:00 AM Worship 
Presider     Bryce Hewlett, SAM 
Assisting Minister    Pat Larson 
Reader    Amanda Southwell 
Acolyte    Edi Southwell  
Organist     Maddy Beck 
Ushers     Fritz Voss & Judy Larson  
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February 18    7:00 PM Worship – Ash Wednesday  
Presider     Bryce Hewlett, SAM 
Assisting Minister    Jason Forari 
Reader    Maddie Schmidt 
Acolyte    Dex Hewlett 
Organist:    Linda Gross 
Ushers     Melissa Forari & Anna Forari 
 
February 22   9:00 AM Worship 
Presider     Bryce Hewlett, SAM 
Assisting Minister    Ellen Hogbin 
Reader    Judy Larson 
Acolyte    Velvet Collison 
Organist     Linda Gross 
Ushers     Kelly Crooks & Ryan Martin  
Counters     Needed 
 
March 1   9:00 AM Worship 
Presider     Bryce Hewlett, SAM 
Assisting Minister    Jason Forari 
Reader    Shirley Richlen 
Acolyte    Dex Hewlett 
Music Minister:   Steve Abel 
Ushers     Melissa Forari & Anna Forari 
Counters     Needed 
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Prayers for Healing and Support 
Congregational Members 

Ed Arp, Lynn Chamberlain, Bev Chappen, Sandy Henry, Frieda 
Houldsworth, Jeryl Krumbholz, Jim Krumbholz,  

Doug Larson, Bert Leder, LaVonne Mienke, Mark Peters, Jean Rowe  
 

Family and Friends 
Amanda (friend of Melissa),  

Annette & Rick (Steve & Sue Miller & Pat Sorenson’s sister  
& brother-in-law),  

Becky (sister of Ellen Hogbin)  
Carol (friend of Steve & Sue Miller), Char (Bryce’s Grandmother),  

Crew (Susie and Jeff Seitz’ new grandson), Donna (Ed Arp’s sister),  
Drew (Pat Larson’s friend), Emmett (friend of Diana Worley),  

Hattie (Frieda’s sister), Joe (Janene’s son-in-law), Karen and Ed 
(Shirley’s Aunt and Uncle), Konnor (Bert Leder’s grandson), Lylah 
(friend of Noa), Mark (friend of Jason Forari), Megan (friend of Deb 

Crooks),  Michelle (friend of Joleen & Erik Bakken), Phil (Steve Miller 
and Pat Sorensen’s brother), Stan (relative of Fritz Voss), Stella (friend 
of Ellen Hogbin), Steve (friend of Pat Larson), Tami (family of Maggie 

Bayliss), Wally (Frieda’s nephew) 
 

Those Whose Duty it is to Protect Others 
Anthony Karasek (Judy Larson’s great nephew) 

LT. Chris Tribble USN (Erik & Joleen Bakken’s friend). 
CPT Eli Smith (Jerry and Myrna Mattly’s grandson) 

Nathan Pearson USAF (Jenna & Kane Schmidt’s friend) 
Tyler McLaughlin, First Responder (Family of Pat Larson) 
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February / March 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

9AM 
Worship 
 
10AM 
Coffee & 
Convo. 

1PM 
Finance 
Mtg. 
 
6-7:30PM 
Bible Study 

4PM 
Property 
Mtg. 
 
6PM 
Christian Ed. 
Mtg. 

6-8PM Food  
Pantry 
 
6-7:30PM 
Confirmation 

9-11AM 
Food  
Pantry 

 8AM Men’s 
Prayer 
Breakfast 
 
5PM  
Saturday  
Service 
 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

9AM 
Worship 
 
10AM 
Council 
Mtg. 

 1PM Sarah 
Circle 

Ash 
Wednesday 
 

 

 

6-8PM Food  
Pantry 
 

 

9-11AM 
Food  
Pantry 
 

11AM 
Service at 
BHCC 
 

11:30AM 
GANG 
 

2:30PM 
Bingo @ 
BHCC 

 5PM  
Saturday  
Service 
 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

9AM 
Worship 
 

 12-4PM 
Quilting 

6-8PM Food  
Pantry 
 

6PM Lenten 
Meal 
 

7PM Service  

9-11AM 
Food  
Pantry 

 5PM  
Saturday  
Service 
 

3/1 3/2 3/3 3/4 3/5 3/6 3/7 

9AM 
Worship 
 

4PM Social 
Ministry 
Mtg. 

 6-7:30PM 
Confirmation 
 

6PM Lenten 
Meal 
 

7PM Service 
 

6-8PM Food  
Pantry 

 

9-11AM 
Food  
Pantry 

 5PM  
Saturday  
Service 
 

 


