
 

Transfiguration of Our Lord  
February 15, 2026 

Service Music: ELW, Setting 10 (ELW, page 203) 
Year A, Lectionary 5 (ELW, page 24) 

                                  
Today’s festival is a bridge between the 
Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that 
comes to a close today and the Lent-Easter 
cycle that begins in several days. On a high 
mountain Jesus is revealed as God’s 
beloved Son, echoing the words at his 
baptism. This vision of glory sustains us as 
Jesus faces his impending death in 

Jerusalem. We turn this week to Ash Wednesday and our yearly 
baptismal journey from Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside the 
alleluia at the conclusion of today’s liturgy. This word of joy will be 
omitted during the penitential season of Lent and will be sung again at 
Easter. 

 
 

WELCOME! 
Guests, we are glad you have joined us today!  If you would like to 
receive contact from the pastor or welcoming committee following this 
worship service, please fill out a card from the pew slot and put it in 
the offering plate.  
 
Children’s Church takes place during our worship service. The 
children are dismissed after Blessing the Children and brought back 
to their families after the Prayers of Intercession. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
WELCOME TO WORSHP – 8:55 A.M. 
PRELUDE 
 

 
The assembly rises and faces the Processional Cross. 
 

 
LITANY FOR THE FEAST OF TRANSFIGURATION  
P: We worship you, O God, with songs of praise!  
C: We worship you, O God!  
P: We worship you with words of prayer  
C: and with ears that listen for you to speak your glory  
into our lives.  
P: We worship you in the silent spaces  
C: where we struggle for hope and for courage.  
P: We long for a glimpse of your glory:  
C: the glory that shines in the darkness  
and the darkness cannot overcome it;  
P: the glory that touches lives with a beauty so holy  
that it heals the wounded soul;  
C: the glory that gives strength to the weary.  
P: We, who stumble and fall so often, worship you,  
C: longing for your light to shine upon us.  
P: Dazzle us with your holy love, draw us into your purifying presence, 
speak to us your transforming truth.  
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C: Then, grant us grace to live every moment  
changed by such glory—  
P: daring to live with hope and courage and love reflecting the life of 
Jesus, through whom your glory shines eternally.  
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adapted from a Prayer for Transfiguration by Christine Jerrett. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN: ELW 631 Love Divine (verses 1 & 2) 
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins.  
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living 
water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. C: 
Amen. 
 

P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's 
mercy and forgiveness. 
P: By water and your Word you claim us as your children, making us 
heirs of your promise and servants of all. We praise you for the gift of 
water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new 
life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives 
with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
 

P: To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. C: Amen. 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN: ELW 631 Love Divine  
(continue with verses 3 & 4) 
 
GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P: Let us pray. 
C: O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the 
mysteries of the faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in 
the voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your beloved 
Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us 
heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 

 
INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL 

 
Children are dismissed for Children’s Church. 

 
WORD 

 
FIRST READING: Exodus 24:12-18 
12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait 
there; I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the 
commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” 13 So Moses 
set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up onto the 
mountain of God. 14 To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until 
we come back to you. Look, Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever 
has a dispute may go to them.” 
  15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered 
the mountain. 16 The glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the 
cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses 
out of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was 
like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the 
Israelites. 18 Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain. 
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Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights. 
A: Word of God. Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
PSALMODY: Psalm 2 (read responsively) 
 1 Why are the nations in an uproar? 
  Why do the peoples mutter empty threats? 
 2 Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the 
princes plot together, against the LORD and against the LORD’s 
anointed? 
 3 “Let us break their yoke,” they say; 
  “let us cast off their bonds from us.” 
 4 God whose throne is in heaven is laughing; 
  the LORD holds them in derision.  
 5 Then in wrath God speaks to them, 
  and in rage fills them with terror. 
 6 “As for me, I have anointed my king 
  upon Zion, my holy mountain.” 
 7 Let me announce the decree of the LORD, 
  who said to me, “You are my son; this day have I begotten you. 
 8 Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance 
  and the ends of the earth for your possession.  
  
9 You shall crush them with an iron rod 
  and shatter them like a piece of pottery.” 
 10 And now, you kings, be wise; 
  be warned, you rulers of the earth. 
 11 Submit to the LORD with fear, and with trembling bow in worship; 
 12 lest the LORD be angry, and you perish in a sudden blaze of 
wrath. Happy are all who take refuge in God!  
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SECOND READING: 2 Peter 1:16-21 
16 We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to 
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been 
eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he received honor and glory from 
God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic 
Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while 
we were with him on the holy mountain. 
  19 So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You 
will do well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, 
until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 First 
of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a 
matter of one’s own interpretation, 21 because no prophecy ever came 
by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke 
from God. A: Word of God. Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly rises in body or spirit to welcome the gospel.  
 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL  
P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew 17:1-9 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother 
John and led them up a high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was 
transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became bright as light. 3 Suddenly there appeared to them 
Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, 
it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will set up three tents here, 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5 While he was still 
speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice 
from the cloud said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well 
pleased; listen to him!” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell to the 
ground and were overcome by fear. 7 But Jesus came and touched 
them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8 And when they raised 
their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 
  9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, 
“Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been 
raised from the dead.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

 
The assembly is seated. 
 

 
SERMON   

 

 
The assembly rises in body or spirit to sing the Hymn of the Day. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Dazzling Presence on the Mountain
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NICENE CREED 
A: In prayer and devotion, we confess our faith with the whole church. 
  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father; through him all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly 
human. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. 
 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PEACE  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C: And also with you.   
 

Share the peace of Christ with one another by shaking hands or with 
a word or sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the 
church, the whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, 
our home. 
 

A: Revealing God, your Spirit sustains the church. Strengthen the 
faithful with the revelation of Christ transfigured, that we may joyfully 
follow him in the way of the cross.  
Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: Life-giving God, creation is full of your majesty. Nurture in us a 
deep respect for the interdependence of all life, and make us wise 
and vigilant stewards of your good earth. 
Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 
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A: Peacemaking God, the nations are in turmoil. We pray for an end 
to violent conflict, especially Ukraine, Venezuela, and the Holy 
Land. Give wisdom to negotiators and sanctuary to refugees. Defend 
any who are in danger. We pray for the safety of first responders, 
those serving in the military, and those whose duty it is to protect 
others, especially Anthony, Chris, Eli, Nathan, and Tyler.  
Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: Healing God, you desire wholeness for all people. Bring healing to 
any who are experiencing illness, chronic pain, or mental anguish. 
Comfort the dying and those who grieve, especially Amanda, 
Annette & Rick, Becky, Bert, Bev, Carol, Char, Crew, Donna, 
Drew, Ed, Emmett, Frieda, Hattie, Jeryl, Jim, Joe, John, Karen & 
Ed, Konnor, LaVonne, Lylah, Lynn, Mark, Megan, Michelle, Phil, 
Sandy, Stan, Stella, Steve, Tami, and Wally.  
Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: Holy God, in our worship we glimpse your glory, hear your voice, 
and receive assurance of your love. Inspire all who prepare, lead, and 
participate in worship to serve you with reverence and joy.  
Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 
 

 
 
A: Transforming God, you bring life from death. We give thanks for 
the witness of those who have died in faith, especially Martin Luther, 
whom we *commemorate this week, and we praise you for the hope 
we have in Christ, our Morning Star. Merciful God, C: receive our 
prayer. 
 

A: Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, 
we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made 
known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. C: Amen. 

 
*See announcement for commemorations. 
 

 
 



14 
 

MEAL 
OFFERING your offering may be placed in the plate as it is passed. 
We thank all who support God’s ministry here and in the world.  
 
 

Stand as the offering is presented at the rail. 
 
PRESENTATION OF GIFTS: ELW 186 Create in Me 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A: God of majesty, 
no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those 
who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 
Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come 
near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



15 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 
God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who, sharing our life, lived among us 
to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give way to 
your own brilliant light. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn:  
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Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
  

The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the 
sea; within each cell; with every breath. 
C: We praise you, O God. 
  

P: Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night 
and day; across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
C: We bless you, O God. 
  
P: We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; 
near to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us 
now. C: We thank you, O God. 
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P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the 
end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; 
among your people; throughout the world. 
  

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, 
by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 
 

 
P. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.  
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
P: Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
Come to the table; taste and see. All are welcome here.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

Come, for Christ invites you. Communion today will be distributed at 
the altar rail (please stand or kneel, as you are comfortable), the 
ushers will direct you forward to receive the bread (which is gluten-
free) and cup either wine (red) or grape juice (white).  
 

 
Lamb of God 
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HYMN ELW 838 Beautiful Savior  
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HYMN ELW 616 Jesus Remember Me (sing 3 times) 

 
 
 

The assembly rises in body or spirit at the invitation of the presiding 
minister.  
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
preserve you in eternal life. C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
A: Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 
In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your 
heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect 
the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and 
heard, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen 
 

 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

 
SENDING BLESSING 
P: May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth 
and tuned your heart for praise ☩ bless you now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN ELW 671 Shine Jesus Shine 

 
AFFIRMATION OF CHRISTIAN VOCATION 
P: Go in peace. Walk in faith. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Attendance last week:  
  Saturday 24 
  Sunday  67 YouTube 5 
 

Birthdays this week: 
2/15 Don Urbatsch 2/18 Indigo Boyles 

Anniversaries this week:  
2/15 Steve & Marilyn Pieart 
 

The flowers today are given by Steve & Marilyn Pieart for their 
62nd wedding anniversary! 
 

Adult & Teen Bible Study Opportunity – Starting in February, we 
will offer a group study called "On Earth as it is in Heaven: Exploring 
Worship in Scripture and Tradition". Anyone interested should contact 
Bryce directly (brycechewlett@gmail.com or 563-279-4584).  
 

Update from Pastor Amy – Check the Connections Corner in the 
Narthex for an update from the former Pastor of St. James, Amy Diller 
Guida! 
 

 
We livestream our services on YouTube each week to help  
us worship together and stay connected even when we are  

not at full health or out of town! 
Youtube Link: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzjnqGF4g_QWtn_I2SqpL5Q 
 
Lenten Meal Schedule: 
2/25: Council / Site Committee  
3/11: Christian Education / Choir 
3/18: Worship & Music Committee / Fellowship 
3/25: Finance / Property  
3/4: Friendly Visitors / Social Ministry 
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*COMMEMORATIONS  
Martin Luther, renewer of the church, died 1546 
Wednesday, February 18, 2026 
Though he began his adult church life as a simple Augustinian monk, 
Luther challenged the abuses he saw in the church, and his work 
eventually led to the Protestant Reformation. Luther's 
accomplishments included liturgical reform, translation of the Bible, 
and creation of the Small and Large Catechisms. 

 
Worship Assistants 

 
February 15    9:00 AM Worship 
Presider     Bryce Hewlett, SAM 
Assisting Minister    Pat Larson 
Reader    Amanda Southwell 
Acolyte    Edi Southwell  
Organist     Maddy Beck 
Ushers     Fritz Voss & Judy Larson 
Altar Guild    Marilyn Pieart & Dee Worley 
 
 
February 18    7:00 PM Worship – Ash Wednesday  
Presider     Bryce Hewlett, SAM 
Assisting Ministers    Jason Forari & Maddie Schmidt 
Acolyte    Dex Hewlett 
Organist:    Linda Gross 
Ushers     Melissa Forari & Anna Forari 
Altar Guild    Shirley Richlen & Judie Brooks 
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February 22   9:00 AM Worship 
Presider     Bryce Hewlett, SAM 
Assisting Minister    Ellen Hogbin 
Reader    Judy Larson 
Acolyte    Velvet Collison 
Organist     Linda Gross 
Ushers     Kelly Crooks & Ryan Martin  
Altar Guild    Shirley Richlen & Judie Brooks 
 
March 1    9:00 AM Worship 
Presider     Bryce Hewlett, SAM 
Assisting Minister    Jason Forari 
Reader    Shirley Richlen 
Acolyte    Dex Hewlett 
Music Minister   Steve Abel 
Ushers     Melissa Forari & Anna Forari 
Altar Guild    Ellen Hogbin & Audrey Lovell 
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Prayers for Healing and Support 
Congregational Members 

Ed Arp, Lynn Chamberlain, Bev Chappen, Sandy Henry, Frieda 
Houldsworth, Jeryl Krumbholz, Jim Krumbholz,  

Doug Larson, Bert Leder, LaVonne Mienke 
 

Family and Friends 
Amanda (friend of Melissa),  

Annette & Rick (Steve & Sue Miller & Pat Sorenson’s sister  
& brother-in-law),  

Becky (sister of Ellen Hogbin)  
Carol (friend of Steve & Sue Miller), Char (Bryce’s Grandmother),  

Crew (Susie and Jeff Seitz’ new grandson), Donna (Ed Arp’s sister),  
Drew (Pat Larson’s friend), Emmett (friend of Diana Worley),  

Hattie (Frieda’s sister), Joe (Janene’s son-in-law), Karen and Ed 
(Shirley’s Aunt and Uncle), Konnor (Bert Leder’s grandson), Lylah 
(friend of Noa), Mark (friend of Jason Forari), Megan (friend of Deb 

Crooks),  Michelle (friend of Joleen & Erik Bakken), Phil (Steve Miller 
and Pat Sorensen’s brother), Stan (relative of Fritz Voss), Stella (friend 
of Ellen Hogbin), Steve (friend of Pat Larson), Tami (family of Maggie 

Bayliss), Wally (Frieda’s nephew) 
 

Those Whose Duty it is to Protect Others 
Anthony Karasek (Judy Larson’s great nephew) 

LT. Chris Tribble USN (Erik & Joleen Bakken’s friend). 
CPT Eli Smith (Jerry and Myrna Mattly’s grandson) 

Nathan Pearson USAF (Jenna & Kane Schmidt’s friend) 
Tyler McLaughlin, First Responder (Family of Pat Larson) 
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February / March 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

9AM 
Worship 
 
10AM 
Council 
Mtg. 

 1PM Sarah 
Circle 

Ash 
Wednesday 
 

 

 

6-8PM Food  
Pantry 
 

 

9-11AM 
Food  
Pantry 
 

11AM 
Service at 
BHCC 
 

11:30AM 
GANG 
 

2:30PM 
Bingo @ 
BHCC 

 5PM  
Saturday  
Service 
 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

9AM 
Worship 
 

 12-4PM 
Quilting 

6-8PM Food  
Pantry 
 

6PM Lenten 
Meal 
 

7PM Service 

9-11AM 
Food  
Pantry 

 5PM  
Saturday  
Service 
 
6PM Potluck 

3/1 3/2 3/3 3/4 3/5 3/6 3/7 

9AM 
Worship 
 

4PM Social 
Ministry 
Mtg. 

 6-7:30PM 
Confirmation 
 

6PM Lenten 
Meal 
 

7PM Service 
 

6-8PM Food  
Pantry 

9-11AM 
Food  
Pantry 
 

11AM 
Service at 
BHCC 

 5PM  
Saturday  
Service 
 

3/8 3/9 3/10 3/11 3/12 3/13 3/14 

9AM 
Worship 
 
10AM 
Coffee & 
Convo 

 4PM 
Property 
Mtg. 
 
6PM 
Christian Ed. 
Mtg. 

6PM Lenten 
Meal 
 

7PM Service 
 
6-8PM Food  
Pantry 
 

9-11AM 
Food  
Pantry 

 5PM  
Saturday  
Service 
 

 


