Palm Sunday
March 29th, 2026

Service Music: ELW, Setting 3 (ELW, page 138)
Year A, Palm Sunday (ELW, page 29)

Today, we encounter the paradox that
defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified
= king and humiliated servant. We too are

# full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently
desire to follow Christ, but find ourselves
afraid, denying God. We wave palms in
celebration today as Christ comes into
our midst, and we follow with trepidation
as his path leads to death on the cross.

- === N\WIN paradoxical promise of life through
Christ’s broken body and outpoured love in a meal of bread and wine.
We begin this week that stands at the center of the church year,
anticipating the completion of God’s astounding work.

WELCOME!

Guests, we are glad you have joined us today! If you would like to
receive contact from the pastor or welcoming committee following this
worship service, please fill out a card from the pew slot and put it in
the offering plate.



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
WELCOME TO WORSHP - 8:55 a.m.

PRELUDE

The assembly rises in body or spirit and turns toward the processional
Cross.

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Matthew 21:1-11

"When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage,
at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go
into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey
tied and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone
says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.” And he will
send them immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfill what had been
spoken through the prophet:

5“Tell the daughter of Zion,

Look, your king is coming to you,

humble and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they
brought




the donkey and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on
them. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others
cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  The
crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
C: “Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

P: 1 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmail,
asking, “Who is this?” ' The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet
Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 344 All Glory, Laud, and Honor

(verses 1-3)
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Children may be seated with their parents after verse 3.
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, the fountain of living
water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. C:
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's
mercy and forgiveness.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved
over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth
life in which you took delight. C: We give you thanks, O God.

By water and your Word you claim us as your children, making us
heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we
praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your
Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

C: We praise you, O God.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. C: Amen.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 344 All Glory, Laud and Honor
Continued from previous pages (verses 4 & 5)
GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.

C: Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you
sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer
death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his
obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his
resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

The assembly is seated.

Dismiss children for Children’s Church.

WORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a
4The Lord Gob has given me
a trained tongue,
that | may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens,
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5The Lord Gob has opened my ear,
and | was not rebellious;
| did not turn backward.
61 gave my back to those who struck me
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
| did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
"The Lord GoD helps me;
therefore | have not been disgraced;
therefore | have set my face like flint,
and | know that | shall not be put to shame;
8he who vindicates me is near.




Who will contend with me? Let us stand in court together.

Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me.

%t is the Lord Gob who helps me; who will declare me guilty?
A: Word of God. Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY: Psalm 31:9-16 (read responsively)

9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for | am in trouble; my eye is
consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.

0 For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing;

my strength fails me because of affliction, and my
bones are consumed.

1] am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a
dismay to my acquaintances; when they see me in the street they
avoid me.

12 Like the dead | am forgotten, out of mind;

| am as useless as a broken pot.
3For | have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around;
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my
life.
14 But as for me, | have trusted in you, O LORD.
| have said, “You are my God.

15 My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my
enemies, and from those who persecute me.

16 Let your face shine upon your servant;

save me in your steadfast love.”



SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
5who, though he existed in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be grasped,
"but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
assuming human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a human,
8he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly
and gave him the name
that is above every other name,
1050 that at the name given to Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
"and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
A: Word of God. Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

SERMON

The assembly rises in body or spirit to sing the Hymn of the Day.



HYMN OF THE DAY: LBW 258 Hosanna to the Living Lord
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NICENE CREED
A: In prayer and devotion, we confess our faith with the whole church.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary

and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.
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On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Share the peace of Christ with one another by shaking hands or with
a word or sign of Christ’s peace.

The assembly is seated.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let
us pray for the world and its needs.

A: O God, you announce words of grace and truth. Give wisdom to all
preachers in your church both globally and locally, especially
Presiding Bishop Yahiel Curry and SEIA Bishop Amy Current.

Open our hearts to encounter the infinite life you offer in Jesus.

Hear us, O God, C: Your mercy is great.
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A: You hold the whole universe. Gather sun and moon, clouds and
stars, land and sea, and plants and animals around the cross, so that
all creation bears witness to your saving love.

Hear us, O God, C: Your mercy is great.

A: Your power is sure. Destroy inequity and division in every place,
and build your beloved community among all people. Guide judges,
attorneys, and juries so that they act with justice and fairness.

Hear us, O God, C: Your mercy is great.

A: Your heart breaks open at our pain. Send healing and vindication
to all who, like Jesus, know the sting of betrayal, denial, abuse, or
false accusations. Be with those experiencing pain or loss this day.
Hear us, O God, C: Your mercy is great.

A: Your ways show compassion. Let this same mind be in us as we
enter Holy Week. Bless those here who will lead worship and tell the
story of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

Hear us, O God, C: Your mercy is great.

A: O God, your embrace is eternal. Praise and thanks to you for
Hans, whom we *commemorate today, and all the faithful departed
who rest in your mercy. Deliver us all from death’s power and raise us
to life in you. Hear us, O God, C: Your mercy is great.

A: Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength
and salvation. C: Amen.

*See announcement for commemorations.
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MEAL

OFFERING your offering may be placed in the plate as it is passed.
We thank all who support God’s ministry here and in the world.

Choir Special Music

That Day in Jerusalem
By Jack North

Stand as the offering is presented at the rail.
PRESENTATION OF GIFTS: ELW 186 Create in Me
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OFFERING PRAYER

A: O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces
all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and
bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us
into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his
saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. C: Amen.
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It s right to give him thanks and  praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse
their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed
in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And
so, with all the choirs of angels, with Hans, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who

comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from

death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine. Grace our table with your
presence. C: Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
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P. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.
All are welcome here. C: Thanks be to God.

The assembly is seated.

Come, for Christ invites you. Communion today will be distributed at the
altar rail (please stand or kneel, as you are comfortable), the ushers will
direct you forward to receive the bread (which is gluten-free) and cup either
wine (red) or grape juice (white).

Lamb of God
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
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CHORUS: Holy, Holy, Holy, Hosanna

Verse
Holy, holy, holy, Lord
God of power and might
Heaven and earth are filled
With Your glory
Refrain
Hosanna! Hosanna! In the highest
Hosanna! Hosanna! In the highest

HYMN ELW 884 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
(sing 3 times)
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The assembly rises in body or spirit at the invitation of the presiding
minister.
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COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve you in eternal life. C: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores
our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s
body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen

Preface to Holy Week
The congregation remains standing for the reading of the gospel.

Matthew 26:14-19
14 Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to

the chief priests 15 and said, “What will you give me if | betray him to
you?” They paid him thirty pieces of silver. '€ And from that moment
he began to look for an opportunity to betray him.

17 On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to
Jesus, saying, “Where do you want us to make the preparations for
you to eat the Passover?” 18 He said, “Go into the city to a certain man
and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is near; | will keep the
Passover at your house with my disciples.’” 1° So the disciples did as
Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal.

The assembly is seated.
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TOLLING BELL

Please remain seated as a bell tolls thirty-three times, symbolizing the
years Christ lived on earth. This dramatic sound contrasts with the
joyful Hosanna’s of our opening processional, and reminds us of the
solemn events of the upcoming Holy Week.

The assembly rises in body or spirit.
SENDING

SENDING BLESSING
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you

with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and F give
you peace. C: Amen.




SENDING HYMN ELW 339 Christ, the Life of all the Living
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, un - to you.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, un - to you.
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P: Go in peace. Remember the cross.
C: Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Attendance last week:
Saturday: 16 Sunday: 63 YouTube:2 Total: 81

Year to Date Financial Summary:
Contributions: $33,879.94 Spending: $30,587.36 Balance: $3,292.58

Birthdays this week:
3/29 Chuck Meyer  3/30 Ed Arp  4/3 Reese Wendell
4/4 Heather Hogbin

Anniversaries this week: There are no anniversaries this week.

4/24 — Lock-In at St. James! Check the flyer in the Narthex for more
info!

We livestream our services on YouTube each week to help
us worship together and stay connected even when we are
not at full health or out of town!

Youtube Link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzjngGF4g QWtn_12SqpL5Q
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HOLY WEEK

SPECIAL SERVICE TIMES
March 29th-April 4th

PALM
SUNDAY

9AM Service

No Saturday
Service 3/28

Holy Monday
Holy Tuesday
Holy Wednesday

7PM Vigil

7PM Service

Malncy with Holy
ThurSday Communion
12-3PM
Stations of the
Cross
Good Friday (self-guided)
3-6PM
Individual
Confession
7PM Service
Easter Vigil 7PM Vigil
(in place of
Saturday

Saturday service)



Good Friday
April 3

12-3PM
Stations of the Cross

The gospels tell us the sky turned black between the
hours of 12:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. as Jesus hung on
the cross. A printed guide and stations will be
located in the Lower Level of the church to observe
the solemnity of these hours. Participants are
welcome to come and go at their own pace.

~ 3-6PM _
Individual Confession
-By appointment or drop-in -

The order for individual confession can be found on
page 243 in the ELW.

s While | kept silent, my body wasted away

through my groaning all day long.
s Then | acknowledged my sin to you, and | did not
hide my iniquity;
and you forgave the guilt of my sin.
(Psalm 32:3-5)

Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray
for each other so that you may be healed.
(James 5:18q)

7PM
Good Friday Service

23



EASTER

SUNDAY
APRIL 5TH, 2026

Service|8:00AM
Brunch 9:00AM
Easter Egg 9:30AM

Hunt

Service

10:00AM

24



25
*COMMEMORATIONS

Hans Nielsen Hauge, renewer of the church, died 1824

Sunday, March 29, 2026

Hauge was a layperson who wished to revitalize the church in
Norway. As a result of a mystical experience, he felt called to preach.
Many professionals in the church feared his motives and influence,
and he was imprisoned for leading unauthorized gatherings.

John Donne, poet, died 1631

Tuesday, March 31, 2026

After finishing his education at Oxford University, Donne seemed
headed for a career in the English public service. But a series of
circumstances led him into the ordained ministry. He is well known as
a writer of both secular and sacred poetry.

Benedict the African, confessor, died 1589

Saturday, April 4, 2026

Born into slavery on the island of Sicily, Benedict lived as a hermit
until the pope ordered all hermits to attach themselves to a
monastery, at which time Benedict joined the Franciscans. Though
illiterate, he was highly respected as a confessor and later superior of
his community.
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Worship Assistants

March 29 — Palm Sunday 9:00 AM Worship

Presider Bryce Hewlett, SAM

Assisting Minister Tom Sladky

Reader Kaylee Pessein

Acolyte Eli Pessein

Music Minister Steve Abel

Ushers Kelly Crooks & Ron Mekalson
Altar Guild Shirley Richlen & Judie Brooks
April 2nd — Maundy Thursday 7:00 PM Worship

Presider Bryce Hewlett, SAM

Assisting Minister Jason Forari

Foot Washing Angie Schmidt & Maddie Schmidt
Banner Removal Kane Schmidt

Altar Guild Shirley Richlen & Judie Brooks
April 314 - Good Friday 7:00 PM Vigil

Presider Bryce Hewlett, SAM

Judie Brooks
Austin Pessein

Assisting Minister
Cross Bearer

Music Minister Steve Abel

April 5 — Easter 8:00 AM 10:00 AM

Presider Bryce Hewlett, SAM Bryce Hewlett, SAM
Assisting Minister ~ Tom Sladky NEEDED

Reader Pat Larson Judie Brooks
Acolytes Kellan & Eden B. Velvet C. & Dex H.

Candle Bearer
Music Minister
Organist
Ushers

Altar Guild

Beauen Bileddo
Steve Abel

Linda Gross

Ron M. & Kelly C.

Marilyn P. & Dee W.

Jude Hewlett

Steve Abel

Linda Gross

Jerry & Yvonne N.
Marilyn P. & Dee W.
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Prayers for Healing and Support

Congregational Members
Ed Arp, Lynn Chamberlain, Bev Chappen, Maxine Duhm, Sandy
Henry, Frieda Houldsworth, Jeryl Krumbholz, Jim Krumbholz,
Doug Larson, LaVonne Mienke

Family and Friends
Amanda (friend of Melissa), Amelia (friend of Deb Crooks),
Annette & Rick (Steve & Sue Miller & Pat Sorenson’s sister
& brother-in-law), Becky (sister of Ellen Hogbin), Brenda (Friend of
Janene Anderson), Donna (Ed Arp’s sister),

Drew (Pat Larson’s friend), Emmett (friend of Diana Worley),
Hattie (Frieda’s sister), Karen and Ed (Shirley’s Aunt and Uncle), Lylah
(friend of Noa), Mark (friend of Jason Forari), Michelle (friend of Joleen

& Erik Bakken), Phil (Steve Miller and Pat Sorensen’s brother), Stan
(relative of Fritz Voss), Stella (friend of Ellen Hogbin), Steve (friend of
Pat Larson), Wally (Frieda’s nephew)

Those Whose Duty it is to Protect Others
Anthony Karasek (Judy Larson’s great nephew)

LT. Chris Tribble USN (Erik & Joleen Bakken’s friend).
CPT Eli Smith (Jerry and Myrna Mattly’s grandson)
Nathan Pearson USAF (Jenna & Kane Schmidt’s friend)
Tyler McLaughlin, First Responder (Family of Pat Larson)

If you need to add or remove someone from
the prayer list, please contact the church office.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
3/29 3/30 3/31 1 2 3 4
9AM 5:45PM 6-7PM 9-11AM Good 9AM Church
Worship Bible Study Confirmation | Food Friday (see | Clean Up
Pantry bulletin
Palm O8FMFood | 7pu :2?;” or 1 2o Easter
Sunday vy Maundy- Vigil (in place
Thursday of Saturday
TPMVigil | 7Pmvigil | 7PMVigil | Service service)
H O L Y wW E E K
5 6 7 8 9 10 1
Easter Church 1PM Finance | 9-11AM 5PM
8AM Office Mtg. Eg?\(tjry Worship
Worship Closed
9AM Brunch | 4PM Social 6-8PM Food
Ministry Pantry
10AM Mtg.
|_Worship
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9AM 8AM Worship | 6-7PM 9-11AM 5PM
Worship & Music Mtg. | Confirmation | Food Worship
Pantry
4PM Property
Mg, 6-6PMFood | 11:30AM
Pantry GANG
6PM Christian
2PM
Ed. Mig. BINGO at
Bett Health
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
9AM 5:30PM Meal | 9-11AM 6PM Lock- | 8AM Lock-
Worship at Zion Food In Drop off | In Pick Up
Lutheran Pantry
6-8PM Food SPM
Pantry Worship




