
 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost​
September 20

th
, 2026​

 Service Music: ELW, Setting 8 (ELW, page 184)​
 Year A, Lectionary 25 (ELW, page 47) 

 
   

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ 

controversial parables in which Jesus says 

that the reign of God is like that of a 

landowner who pays his workers the same 

wage no matter what time of day they began 

to work. When God changes God’s mind 

about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, 

Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and 

merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In 

baptism we receive the grace of God that is 

freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s 

mercy we are all beggars.  

 
 

WELCOME! 

Guests, we are glad you have joined us today! If you would like to 

receive contact from the pastor or welcoming committee following this 

worship service, please fill out a card from the pew slot and put it in the 

offering plate. 

​
Children’s Church takes place during our worship service. The children 

are dismissed after Blessing the Children and brought back to their 

families after the Prayers of Intercession. 



2 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
  

 WELCOME TO WORSHIP – 8:55 a.m. 

PRELUDE 
  

The assembly rises in body or spirit at the invitation of the Presiding Minister.​
​
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 
  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures 

forever. C: Amen. 

​

P: Let us confess our sin to God and look to God for mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Compassionate God, C: We confess to you all our sins. Our 

burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call 

us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore 

us to dwell in your peace. 

 

KYRIE 

 

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying 

heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ 

Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. C: Amen.​
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GATHERING HYMN ELW 880 O God Beyond all Praising 

 

GREETING​
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY ​
P: Let us pray.​
C: Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness 

to us your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, 

grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the 

generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

​

BLESSING THE CHILDREN​
 

 This Little Light of Mine​

 

WORD​
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.  

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10—4:11 
10 When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned 

from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he 

had said he would bring upon them, and he did not do it. 
4:1 But this was 

very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 
2 He prayed to the 

LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own 

country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that 

you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in 

steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. 
3 And now, O LORD, 

please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 
4 And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 

5 Then Jonah went 

out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for 

himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would 

become of the city. 
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6 The LORD God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to 

give shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah 

was very happy about the bush. 
7 But when dawn came up the next day, 

God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 
8 When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat 

down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might 

die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 

  
9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the 

bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.”  
10 Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you 

did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night 

and perished in a night. 
11 And should I not be concerned about 

Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and 

twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left 

and also many animals?” 
 

A: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALMODY: Psalm 145:1-8 (read responsively) 

 

 1 I will exalt you, my God and king, 

  and bless your name forever and ever. 

 2 Every day will I bless you 

  and praise your name forever and ever. 

 3 Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! 

  There is no end to your greatness. 

 4 One generation shall praise your works to another 

  and shall declare your power. [R] 

 5 I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty 

  and all your marvelous works. 
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 6 They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, 

  and I will recount your greatness. 

 7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; 

  they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 

 8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. [R]  
  

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30 
21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 

22 If I am to live in the 

flesh, that means fruitful labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will 

choose. 
23 I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart 

and be with Christ, for that is far better, 
24 but to remain in the flesh is 

more necessary for you. 
25 Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will 

remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 
26 so that, by my presence again with you, your boast might abound in 

Christ Jesus because of me. 

  
27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so 

that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I 

will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side 

with one mind for the faith of the gospel 
28 and in no way frightened by 

those opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their destruction but of 

your salvation. And this is God’s doing.  
29 For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in 

Christ but of suffering for him as well, 
30 since you are having the same 

struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 

A: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God. 

 

The assembly rises in body or spirit to welcome the gospel.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

GOSPEL  

P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew 20:1-16​
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 
1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a 

landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his 

vineyard. 
2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he 

sent them into his vineyard. 
3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he 

saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 
4 and he said to them, ‘You 

also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they 

went. 
5 When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he 

did the same. 
6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others 

standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle 

all day?’ 
7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to 

them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 
8 When evening came, the owner 

of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them 

their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 
9 When 

those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a denarius. 
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10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but 

each of them also received a denarius. 
11 And when they received it, 

they grumbled against the landowner, 
12 saying, ‘These last worked only 

one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the 

burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 
13 But he replied to one of 

them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a 

denarius? 
14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this 

last the same as I give to you. 
15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose 

with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 
16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” ​
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

The assembly is seated. 

  

 

SERMON 
 

 

The assembly rises in body or spirit to sing the Hymn of the Day. 
  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 688 Lord of Light 

 



9 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

A: In prayer and devotion, we confess our faith with the whole church. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PEACE  

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.​
C: And also with you.  ​
​

Share the peace of Christ with one another by shaking hands or with a 

word or sign of Christ’s peace. 
  

 

The assembly is seated. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our 

prayers, confident that God hears us.  
 

A: Hold your church accountable for our anger at your generosity to 

others. Nourish us by your grace to be witnesses to your love. We pray 

for peace in areas of the globe where there is war. Keep safe those 

whose duty it is to protect others, especially, Anthony, Chris, Eli, 

Nathan, and Tyler. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.​
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A: Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to climate 

change so that all your creation may inspire us to give thanks for your 

great goodness. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.​
 

A: Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with 

the truth that their value comes from your everlasting love for them. 

Provide for those who are injured, ill, and for all in any need in our 

congregation, especially Bev, Ed, Frieda, Jeryl, Jim, LaVonne, Sandy, 

and Shirley. We also pray for friends and family of our congregation*. 

Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.​
 

A: Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the 

needs of others in the community. Inspire all in this congregation to 

support community endeavors with our time and talents.  ​
Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.   
 

A: Comfort us with the promise of the resurrection as we remember all 

our loved ones whose desire to be with Jesus is fulfilled.  

We give thanks for Nelson, whom we commemorate** today. ​
Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, 

and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

C: Amen.  
 

*See page 23 for friends and family of our congregation. 

**See page 21 for commemorations. 
 

MEAL​
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.  

OFFERING  

Your offering may be placed in the plate as it is passed. We thank all 

who support God’s ministry here and in the world.  
  

Stand as the offering is presented at the rail. 



12 
 

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS: ELW 465 As the Grains of Wheat 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.​
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.​
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.​
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. You reveal your glory through 

forgiveness and reconciliation in your church. And so, with all the choirs 

of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P: O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our 

salvation, hear us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us your life. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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P: Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the 

day when Jesus shall return to free all the earth from the bonds of 

slavery and death. Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen.​
C: Amen.​
 

P: Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share 

this bread and cup with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice 

in all the world. Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen.​
C: Amen.​
  ​

P: Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus,​
by your Spirit, in your church, without end. C: Amen. 
  

P. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, 

come! All are welcome here. C: Thanks be to God. 
  

The assembly is seated. 
  

Come, for Christ invites you. Communion today will be distributed at the altar 

rail (please stand or kneel, as you are comfortable), the ushers will direct you 

forward to receive the bread (which is gluten-free) and cup either wine (red) 

or grape juice (white). 
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Lamb of God 
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COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 773 Precious Lord, Take My Hand 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 721 Goodness is Stronger than Evil  

(sing 3 times) 
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The assembly rises in body or spirit at the invitation of the presiding 

minister.  
  

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you in eternal life. C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy 

and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a 

needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 

following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. C: Amen​
 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

 

SENDING BLESSING: P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s 

face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with 

favor and ☩ give you peace. C: Amen. 
  

SENDING HYMN: ELW 543 Go My Children with My Blessing 
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P: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace! ​
C: Thanks be to God! 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
​

Today after the Service: Nativity Planning Meeting - Stay after the 

service and help plan for our Annual Nativity!​
​

9/24 6:00 p.m. Bonfire Church - For anyone in the 2nd Quarter of life. 

Meet at Devils Glenn Park, Bettendorf. Contact the church office for 

details at (563) 355-4161.​
​

9/26 Worship and Potluck in the Park: Meet at Veteran’s Memorial 

Park! Worship at 5:00PM with potluck to follow - please bring a dish to 

share! Contact Justina Pessein with questions at (563) 940-3782.​
​

9/27 Quad City Marathon - The QC Marathon will be running across 

the I-74 Bridge and around the neighborhood of St. James, so please 

plan accordingly when leaving to attend the 9AM service.​
​
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9/27 Confirmation Kick-Off Luncheon - Confirmation kids and families 

are invited to this kickoff luncheon! Lunch will be catered. Bring a side 

salad or bag of chips to share. Contact the church office if you are 

interested (563) 355-4161!​
​

10/4 Rally Sunday! Join us after the 9:00 a.m. service for food, bounce 

houses, our annual pie contest and more! Contact Justina Pessein with 

questions at (563) 940-3782. 

10/13 6:30PM Photographing God’s Creation: Africa - Come 

experience Africa through the Lenses of Scott and Paula Scherbroeck in 

the Lower Level. Popcorn and lemonade provided. Free-will donations 

accepted. Contact Jay Brooks for more info at (563) 340-5740​
​
 

10/14 6-8PM Ignite: Wear Love! - An event for kids in 6-9th grade. 

Campfire, games, and worship. This is a joint gathering with ELCA 

congregations all over the Quad City Metro area held at Faith Lutheran 

Church in Eldridge. Contact the church office at (563)355-4161 for more 

information! 

Attendance last week:   ​ ​
Saturday:13​ Sunday: 66​ YouTube: 5​ Total: 84 

Year to Date Financial Summary: 

Contributions: $140,525.78 Spending: $137,150.40 Balance: $3,375.38 
  

Birthdays this week: 9/23 Madlyn Wulgaert 9/25 Dexter Hewlett​    

9/26 Grace Boyles 

Anniversaries this week: There are no anniversaries this week.​
Flowers this week: The flowers today are given by Troy & Carrie 

Larkin. 
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 We livestream our services on YouTube each week to help​
 us worship together and stay connected even when we are​

 not at full health or out of town!​
 YouTube Link: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzjnqGF4g_QWtn_I2SqpL5Q 

 

 

COMMEMORATIONS: 

Nelson Wesley Trout, bishop, died 1996 (TFF) 

Sunday, September 20, 2026 

A native of Ohio, Trout served parishes in several parts of the United 

States before being elected bishop of the South Pacific District of the 

American Lutheran Church, the first African American Lutheran to serve 

in such a capacity. 

Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 

Monday, September 21, 2026 

Matthew (or Levi) was a tax collector in Capernaum for the Roman 

government. Tax collectors were frequently despised for dishonesty and 

for assisting the occupiers. Jesus nevertheless showed love for them, 

and chose Matthew to be a disciple. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzjnqGF4g_QWtn_I2SqpL5Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzjnqGF4g_QWtn_I2SqpL5Q
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Worship Assistants 

 

September 20       ​                9:00 AM Worship​
Presider​ ​ ​ ​ Vicar Bryce Hewlett, SAM​
Assisting Minister                    ​ Pat Larson​
Reader​ ​ ​ ​ Amanda Southwell​
Acolyte                                  ​ Edi Southwell 

Organist​ ​ ​ ​ Maddy Beck​
Ushers                                  ​ Jerry & Yvonne Nichols​
Altar Guild​ ​ ​ ​ Marilyn Pieart & Diana Worley 

 

September 27       ​                9:00 AM Worship​
Presider​ ​ ​ ​ Vicar Bryce Hewlett, SAM​
Assisting Minister                    ​ Jason Forari​
Reader​ ​ ​ ​ Pat Larson​
Acolyte                                  ​ Velvet Collison 

Organist​ ​ ​ ​ Linda Gross​
Ushers                                  ​ Melissa Forari & Anna Forari​
Altar Guild​ ​ ​ ​ Marilyn Pieart & Diana Worley 

 

October 4       ​                9:00 AM Worship​
Presider​ ​ ​ ​ Vicar Bryce Hewlett, SAM​
Assisting Minister                    ​ Judie Brooks​
Reader​ ​ ​ ​ Angie Schmidt​
Acolyte                                  ​ Dex Hewlett 

Pianist​​ ​ ​ ​ Madlyn Wulgaert​
Ushers                                  ​ Fritz Voss & Judy Larson​
Altar Guild​ ​ ​ ​ Pat Larson 
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Prayers for Healing and Support​
 

Congregational Members​
 Ed Arp, Bev Chappen, Sandy Henry,​

 Frieda Houldsworth, Jeryl Krumbholz, Jim Krumbholz,​
 LaVonne Mienke, Shirley Niewald 

 

Family and Friends​
 Amanda (friend of Melissa),  Annette & Rick (Steve & Sue Miller & Pat 

Sorenson’s sister & brother-in-law), Brenda (Friend of Janene 

Anderson), Donna (Ed Arp’s sister), Drew (Pat Larson’s friend), Elliot 

(Gary and Eunice Grell’s great grandson), Emmett (friend of Diana 

Worley), Hattie (Frieda’s sister), Jack (family of Martens/Schmidts),  

Jane (friend of Deb Crooks), Jason (Sherry Germanio’s son), Jim (Pat 

Larson’s nephew), John (Pat Larson’s brother), John (Frieda’s 

nephew), Karen (Shirley’s Aunt), Larry (family of Doug Larson), 

Leeanne (friend of Deb Crooks), Mark (friend of Jason Forari), 

 Michelle (friend of Joleen & Erik Bakken),  

Pat (Judy Larson’s Sister-in-Law),  Phil (Steve Miller and Pat 

Sorensen’s brother), Rashad (friend of Deb Crooks), Stacy (Fritz’ son’s 

cousin), Steve (friend of St. James), Wally (Frieda’s nephew)​
 

Those Whose Duty it is to Protect Others​
Anthony Karasek (Judy Larson’s great nephew)​

 LT. Chris Tribble USN (Erik & Joleen Bakken’s friend).​
 CPT Eli Smith (Jerry and Myrna Mattly’s grandson)​

 Nathan Pearson USAF (Jenna & Kane Schmidt’s friend)​
 Tyler McLaughlin, First Responder (Family of Pat Larson) 

 

 



24 

September / October 2026  

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

9AM Worship 

 

10AM Nativity 

Planning Mtg. 

 12-4PM 

Quilting 

10AM 4th 

Quarter Study 

​

6PM Council 

Mtg.​
 

6-8PM Food​
Pantry 

9-11AM 

Food Pantry 

 

6PM Bonfire 

Church 

 5PM Worship 

and Potluck in 

the park!  

27 28 29 30 10/1 10/2 10/3 

9AM Worship 

​

11AM Dixon 

Service  
 

12PM 

Confirmation 

Kick-Off at 

Zion Lutheran 

in Davenport 

  10AM 4th 

Quarter Study 

 

6-8PM Food​
Pantry 

9-11AM 

Food Pantry 

 

11AM 

Service at 

BHCC 

 No 5PM 

Worship - 

Rally Day 

tomorrow! 

10/4 10/5 10/6 10/7 10/8 10/9 10/10 

9AM Worship 

- Rally 

Sunday! 

4PM Social 

Ministry Mtg. 

 8AM Worship 

& Music Mtg.​
​

10AM 4th 

Quarter Study​
​

6-8PM Food​
Pantry 

9-11AM 

Food Pantry 

 

9:30AM 

Finance Mtg. 

 5PM Worship 

10/11 10/12 10/13 10/14 10/15 10/16 10/17 

9AM Worship 

 

10AM Coffee 

& Convo. 

 

 1PM Sarah 

Circle 

 

6:30PM Africa 

Presentation 

 

6:30PM 

Christian Ed. 

Meeting 

10AM 4th 

Quarter Study​
​

6-8PM Food​
Pantry 

9-11AM 

Food Pantry 

 

11AM 

Service at 

BHCC 

 5PM Worship 


