Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

October 4", 2026
Service Music: ELW, Setting 8 (ELW, page 184)
Year A, Lectionary 27 (ELW, page 48)

22 |n today's gospel reading, Jesus tells a
vineyard parable, which serves as an image
of Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s
death. For Christians, the vineyard also
speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood
of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of
sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism,
we are nourished with wine and bread so that
we may share Christ’s sufferings and know
the power of his resurrection.

WELCOME!

Guests, we are glad you have joined us today! If you would like to
receive contact from the pastor or welcoming committee following this
worship service, please fill out a card from the pew slot and put it in the
offering plate.

Children’s Church takes place during our worship service. The children
are dismissed after Blessing the Children and brought back to their
families after the Prayers of Intercession.



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP - 8:55 a.m.
PRELUDE

The assembly rises in body or spirit at the invitation of the Presiding Minister.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, whose compassion endures
forever. C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin to God and look to God for mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Compassionate God, C: We confess to you all our sins. Our
burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call
us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore
us to dwell in your peace.

GATHERING HYMN ELW 623 Rock of Ages
0 | | |

/v — T - =D —
S— - : T T T
P I

1 Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee;
2 Not the la - bors of my hands can ful - fill  thy law’s de - mands;
3 Noth-ing in my hand 1 bring; sim-ply to thy cross I cling.
4 While I draw this fleet-ing breath, when mine eye - lids close in death,
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let the wa - ter and the blood, from thy riv - en side which flowed,
could my zeal no res - pite know, could my tears for -ev - er flow,
Na - ked, come to thee for dress; help-less, look to thee for grace;
when I soar to worlds un - known, see thee on thy judg-ment throne,
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all for sin could not a-tone; thou must save, and thou a - lone.
foul, I to the foun-tain fly; wash me, Sav - ior, or [ die.
Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee.
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P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father,

Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. C: Amen.

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE: Setting 8, Page 187 (not hymn number)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.

C: Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us
by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right,
and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The assembly is seated.
BLESSING THE CHILDREN
This Little Light of Mine

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7

"I will sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My
beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. >He dug it and cleared it of
stones and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the
midst of it and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield
grapes,but it yielded rotten grapes. ® And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard.

“What more was there to do for my vineyard that | have not done in it?
When | expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield rotten grapes? ° And
now | will tell you what | will do to my vineyard. | will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured; | will break down its wall, and it shall be
trampled down. © | will make it a wasteland; it shall not be pruned or
hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; | will also
command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. ” For the vineyard of
the Loro of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his
cherished garden; he expected justice but saw bloodshed;
righteousness but heard a cry!

A: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God.




PSALMODY: Psalm 25:1-9 (read responsively)
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Look down from heav’n,

"Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
®You have brought a vine out of Egypt;
you cast out the nations and planted it.
*You cleared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land.
' The mountains were covered by its shadow
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. [R]
"You stretched out its tendrils to the sea
and its branches to the river.
'ZWhy have you broken down its wall,
so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
" The wild boar of the forest has ravaged i,
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
"“Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;
" behold and tend this vine; preserve what your right hand has
planted. [R]

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14

[Paul writes:] ** If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, |
have more: ° circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the
law, a Pharisee; ° as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless. ” Yet whatever gains | had,
these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ. ® More than that,
| regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing
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Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things,
and | regard them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ ® and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the
law but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from
God based on faith. " | want to know Christ and the power of his
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his
death, " if somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead. ™ Not
that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but |
press on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me.
3 Brothers and sisters, | do not consider that | have laid hold of it, but
one thing | have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies ahead, ™| press on toward the goal, toward the
prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
A: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God.

The assembly rises in body or spirit to welcome the gospel.
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P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew 21:33-46

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] * “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built
a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went away. * When the
harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his
produce. ¥ But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed
another, and stoned another. * Again he sent other slaves, more than
the first, and they treated them in the same way. * Then he sent his son
to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ *® But when the tenants saw
the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him
and get his inheritance.’ * So they seized him, threw him out of the
vineyard, and killed him. ** Now when the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to those tenants?” #' They said to him, “He will put those
wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants
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who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 2 Jesus said to them,
“Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders
rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it
is amazing in our eyes'? ** “Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will
be taken away from you and given to a people that produces its fruits.
*“The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will
crush anyone on whom it falls.” “ When the chief priests and the
Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about
them.

“ They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they
regarded him as a prophet.
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON

The assembly rises in body or spirit to sing the Hymn of the Day.



HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 342 There in God’s Garden
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APOSTLES’ CREED

A: In prayer and devotion, we confess our faith with the whole church.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Share the peace of Christ with one another by shaking hands or with a
word or sign of Christ’s peace.

The assembly is seated.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A: Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the
church and the world.

A:God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought to
renew and transform your holy church, especially Theodor Fliedner,
renewer of society. Inspire us to follow their example in our own day.
Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

A: God of every creature, bless and protect the earth and all those who
dwell within it. We give thanks for those who have helped us to see your
Spirit in creation, especially Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church.
Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

A: God of every tribe and nation, restore peace to the world’s conflict
zones, and shelter those who live within them. We pray especially for
the safety of displaced people and refugees. We pray for peace in areas
of the globe where there is war. Keep safe those whose duty it is to
protect others, especially, Anthony, Chris, Eli, Nathan, and Tyler.
Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

A: God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. Grant healing
and relief to all who are sick or suffering in our congregation, especially
Bev, Ed, Frieda, Jeryl, Jim, LaVonne, Sandy, and Shirley. We also
pray for friends and family of our congregation®.

Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

A: God of every truth, you draw us nearer to you through your holy
word. We give thanks for teachers of the faith. Fill their hearts with your
Spirit, that they inspire others with your truth.

Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
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A: God of every soul, you are the one who calls us home. We give
thanks for all the saints who have been restored to perfect unity with
you, especially William and others, whom we commemorate** this
week. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

A: Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken
prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

*See page 27 for friends and family of our congregation.
**See page 23 for commemorations.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
Your offering may be placed in the plate as it is passed. We thank all
who support God’s ministry here and in the world.

Stand as the offering is presented at the rail.



PRESENTATION OF GIFTS: ELW 465 As the Grains of Wheat
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P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ. You reveal your glory through

forgiveness and reconciliation in your church. And so, with all the choirs

of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise

your name and join their unending hymn:
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P: O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our
salvation, hear us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us your life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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P: Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the
day when Jesus shall return to free all the earth from the bonds of
slavery and death. Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen.
C: Amen.

P: Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share
this bread and cup with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice
in all the world. Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen.
C: Amen.

P: Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus,
by your Spirit, in your church, without end. C: Amen.

P. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry,
come! All are welcome here. C: Thanks be to God.

The assembly is seated.

Come, for Christ invites you. Communion today will be distributed at the altar
rail (please stand or kneel, as you are comfortable), the ushers will direct you
forward to receive the bread (which is gluten-free) and cup either wine (red)
or grape juice (white).



Lamb of God
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COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 595 Jesus Loves Me
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COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 473 Holy, Holy, Holy (sing 3 times)
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The assembly rises in body or spirit at the invitation of the presiding
minister.

COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve you in eternal life. C: Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy
and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a
needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. C: Amen

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SENDING BLESSING: P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s
face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with
favor and + give you peace. C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN: ELW 638 Blessed Assurance
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav - ior all the day long:
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P: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace!
C: Thanks be to God!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rally Day - Today after the Service! Join us for food, bounce houses,
our annual pie contest and more!

10/11 10AM Fall Stewardship: Capital Campaign Meeting - Join us
after the service to discuss Fall Stewardship and Capital Campaign to
update the building! Contact the office for more information.

10/13 6:30PM Photographing God’s Creation: Africa - Come
experience Africa through the Lenses of Scott and Paula Scherbroeck in
the Lower Level. Popcorn and lemonade provided. Free-will donations
accepted. Contact Jay Brooks for more info at (563) 340-5740
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10/14 6-8PM Ignite: Wear Love! - An event for kids in 6-9th grade.
Campfire, games, and worship. This is a joint gathering with ELCA
congregations all over the Quad City Metro area held at Faith Lutheran
Church in Eldridge. Contact the church office at (563)355-4161 for more
information!

10/26 2:30-5:30PM Blood Drive - Located in the Lower Level. If you
would like to sign up or have questions, please contact Janene
Anderson at 563-370-8710.

10/31 5-7PM Trunk ‘R’ Treat- Volunteer to decorate your trunk for
Trunk ‘R’ Treat! Sign up sheet in Narthex. Contact the office at
(563) 355-4161 for more information.

Trunk ‘R’ Treat Candy Donations - The Fellowship Committee is
gathering candy for our annual Trunk ‘R’ Treat on Halloween! The last
day to donate is Sunday, October 25th! Contact the church office at
(563) 355-4161 with any questions.

Nativity Sign-Ups - There is a pink binder in the Narthex to sign up to
volunteer for our annual Nativity. We are also looking for some
cardboard boxes to use for decorations - if you have any, please drop
them off to the church office!

Attendance last week:
Saturday: 52 Sunday: 48 YouTube: 8 Total: 108

Year to Date Financial Summary:
Contributions: $140,525.78 Spending: $137,150.40 Balance: $3,375.38

Birthdays this week: 10/4 Linda Willey  10/6 Bill Martin
10/10 Connie Jacob
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Anniversaries this week: 10/5 Steve & Lindsay Miller

Flowers this week: The flowers today are given by Frieda Houldsworth
in memory of Walter & Ernie, and by Ellen Hogbin in memory of Birdie &
Carl.

We livestream our services on YouTube each week to help
us worship together and stay connected even when we are
not at full health or out of town!
YouTube Link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzjnqGF4g_QWitn_I12SqpL5Q

COMMEMORATIONS:

Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church, died 1226

Sunday, October 4, 2026

Born into the family of a wealthy merchant, Francis gave up his
inheritance to serve poor people. He formed the Order of Friars Minor
(called Franciscans), who took on poverty and the task of preaching
"using words if necessary." Francis had a spirit of gratitude for all of
God's creation.

Theodor Fliedner, renewer of society, died 1864

Sunday, October 4, 2026

Fliedner helped to bring about a revival of the ministry of deaconesses
among Lutherans. He was influenced in this by Moravian deaconesses
he had met. The motherhouse he founded in Kaiserswerth, Germany,
inspired many around the world to take up this ministry.


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzjnqGF4g_QWtn_I2SqpL5Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzjnqGF4g_QWtn_I2SqpL5Q
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William Tyndale, translator, martyr, died 1536
Tuesday, October 6, 2026
Tyndale was ordained a priest in England, and wished to translate the
Bible into English. He was opposed in this by King Henry VIII, causing
him to flee to Germany. He completed the New Testament in 1525, but
before he could finish the Old Testament, he was tried for heresy and
burned at the stake.

Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, pastor in North America, died 1787
Wednesday, October 7, 2026

Divided Lutherans in America asked leaders in Europe to send
someone who could take charge and unite their work. Muhlenberg was
sent, and was effective in organizing the American Lutherans. Among
other accomplishments, his liturgical principles became the basis for the
Common Service of 1888.

Massie L. Kennard, renewer of the church, died 1986 (TFF)
Saturday, October 10, 2026

A native of Chicago, Kennard was a major figure in supporting and
working toward ethnic and racial inclusiveness in the former Lutheran
Church in America. Ordained in 1958, he served in positions including
Director for Minority Concerns of the Division for Mission in North
America.



Worship Assistants
October 4 9:00 AM Worship

Presider
Assisting Minister
Reader

Acolyte

Pianist

Ushers

Altar Guild

October 11
Presider
Assisting Minister
Reader

Acolyte

Organist

Ushers

Altar Guild

October 18
Presider
Assisting Minister
Reader

Acolyte

Music Minister
Ushers

Altar Guild

Vicar Bryce Hewlett, SAM
Judie Brooks

Angie Schmidt

Dex Hewlett

Madlyn Wulgaert

Fritz Voss & Judy Larson
Pat Larson

9:00 AM Worship

Vicar Bryce Hewlett, SAM
Ellen Hogbin

Jason Forari

Velvet Collison

Maddy Beck

Jerry & Yvonne Nichols
Pat Larson

9:00 AM Worship

Vicar Bryce Hewlett, SAM
Shirley Richlen

Pat Larson

Velvet Collison

Steve Abel

Ron Mekalson & Kelly Crooks
Shirley Richlen & Judie Brooks
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Prayers for Healing and Support

Congregational Members
Ed Arp, Bev Chappen, Sandy Henry,

Frieda Houldsworth, Jeryl Krumbholz, Jim Krumbholz,
LaVonne Mienke, Shirley Niewald

Family and Friends
Amanda (friend of Melissa), Annette & Rick (Steve & Sue Miller & Pat

Sorenson’s sister & brother-in-law), Brenda (Friend of Janene
Anderson), Donna (Ed Arp’s sister), Drew (Pat Larson’s friend), Elliot
(Gary and Eunice Grell's great grandson), Emmett (friend of Diana
Worley), Hattie (Frieda’s sister), Jack (family of Martens/Schmidts),
Jane (friend of Deb Crooks), Jason (Sherry Germanio’s son), Jim (Pat
Larson’s nephew), John (Pat Larson’s brother), John (Frieda’s
nephew), Karen (Shirley’s Aunt), Larry (family of Doug Larson),
Leeanne (friend of Deb Crooks), Mark (friend of Jason Forari),
Michelle (friend of Joleen & Erik Bakken),

Pat (Judy Larson’s Sister-in-Law), Phil (Steve Miller and Pat
Sorensen’s brother), Rashad (friend of Deb Crooks), Stacy (Fritz’ son’s
cousin), Steve (friend of St. James), Wally (Frieda’s nephew)

Those Whose Duty it is to Protect Others
Anthony Karasek (Judy Larson’s great nephew)

LT. Chris Tribble USN (Erik & Joleen Bakken's friend).
CPT Eli Smith (Jerry and Myrna Mattly’s grandson)
Nathan Pearson USAF (Jenna & Kane Schmidt’s friend)
Tyler McLaughlin, First Responder (Family of Pat Larson)




October 2026
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
4 5) 6 7 8 9 10
9AM Worship | 4PM Social 8AM Worship | 9-11AM 8AM Men'’s
- Rally Ministry Mtg. & Music Mtg. Food Pantry Prayer
Sunday! 10AM 4th Breakfast
Quarter Study | 9:30AM
6-8PM Food Finance Mtg. 5PM Worship
Pantry
1 12 13 14 15 16 17
9AM Worship 6:30PM Africa | 10AM 4th 9-11AM 5PM Worship
*Blessing of Presentation Quarter Study | Food Pantry
the Quilts
6:30PM 6-8PM Ignite | 11aM
10AM Christian Ed. Service at
Stewardship Meeting 6-8PM Food | BHCC
Mtg. Pantry
11:30AM
GANG
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9AM Worship 1PM Sarah 10AM 4th 9-11AM 5PM Worship
Circle Quarter Study | Food Pantry
10AM Council 6-8PM Food
Mtg. Pantry
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
9AM Worship | 2:30-5:30PM | 12-4PM 10AM 4th 9-11AM No Service
Blood Drive - | Quilting Quarter Study | Food Pantry
10AM Nativity | Lower Level 6-8PM Food 5:00-7:00PM
Mtg. Pantry 11AM Trunk ‘R’
Service at Treat
BHCC
Halloween




